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NOTICIARIO

HRBEK, 1. (Editor). General History of Africa. Vol. 11, Africa from the Seventh
{o the Bleven Cemtury, (Agridged Bdition), Paris; UNESCO, James Currey, Uni-
versity of California Press, 1092,

SUMMARY

The period covered in Volume HI is dominated by two movements of
major and lasting significance in (he history of Africa. The ifluence of Islam
was increasing it the north and west: it was inferacting with traditional African
culture. In the south there was the Bantu expansion,

The book [irst places Alrica in contest of world hislory at the opening
of the seventh century, before examining the gencral impact of Islamic penetra-
tion, the continuing expansion of the Bantu-speaking peoples, and the growth of
civilizations in the Sudanic zones of West Africa,

Detaifed chapiers follow discussing the successive Islamic dynastics of
North Africa and their wider contacts, Christian Nubia, the civilizations of the sa-
vannas, forests and the coast of West Africa, the Horn of Alrica, the Bast African
cost and the interior, Central Alvica, Southern Alrica, and Madagascar's internal
developement and infernational contacts,

Three concluding chaplers trace the Alrican diaspora in Asky, examine
imernational relations and the spread of fechnology and ideas within Africa, and
assess the overal impact of the period on Alrica history,
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MILLER, Joseph C. Way of Death: merchant capitatism and Angolan slave trade
1730-1830. London; James Currey, 1988,

SUMMARY

Joseph Miller's Way of Death is the lirst comprehensive history of
Porlugucse and Brazilian slaving in the Southern Adantic, Wilh extraordinary
skill Miller explores the complexes relationships among (he scparate cconomics
of Africa, Europe and the south of Atlantic that cellectively supported the slave
trade. The grim history of the trade itsef is placed securely within the context of
the rise of merchant capitalism in the cighteenth contury, 14 is within that special
confex! that the reader realizes how signifiant it was when slaves-as-dependents
became slaves-as-property.

Miller carefully traces (he Portuguese slave frade from ils origins in
the heart of central Alrica to the harbors of Brazil. He follows the movements of
(he slaves themselves as they passed through the hands of the wartords who first
seized them, through the markets of the trading princees, to the caravans of Ango-
lan traders. Miller also deseribes the Brazitian masitime industry that carried the
slaves across the Atlandic middle passage and, in the {inal section, he describes
the growth and the eventual deeline of Brazil's role in the slave trade. He conclu-
des by outlining Lisbon’s engagement in southern Atlantic slaving as cconomic
strategies developed against the background of British financial and commercial
penetration of the Porluguese empire. Throughout Way of Death Miller illumina-
tes the experiences of the slaves themselves, reconstructing wath can be known
of their sufferings at the hands of their buyers and sclies.
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HOLMES, Timothy (Editor). Duvid Livingstone, Letters & Documenis, 1841-
1872, The Zambian Collection at The Livingstone Museum. Lusaka. tndianapolis,
London; Multimedia Zambia, Jndiana University Press, James Carrey, H9090.

SUMMARY

The wealth of the coliection of David Livingstone™s papers in The Li-
vingstone Museum, Zambia has proved even greater than when this collection
was first planned. As it proceeded, there were major linds of papers previously
unknown even o e David Livingstone Research Project in Edinburgh. They
provide evidence which would probably have alTected some of the interpretations
put forward by Livingstone's many biographers. His skill as a fund raiser is re-
vealed with particular clarity, And his observations about political devefopment
in the United Stades during the Civil War period are ol inlerest.

The papers are arranged in four seclions cach with an introduction and
the toles so that (he nomsspecialist can see them in the context of Livingstone’s
lile and the history of the times,

The Tirst part is abowt his period in Botswana. The second Tocuses on the
Zambezi expedition (1858-64). The thid section covers (e time ol his visit to Bri-
tain in 1864-5 when he was publishing Nearrative of an Expedition to the Zambezi; it
includes Jetters aboul his children and the death of his mother, The book brings new
papess o light in the fourth part covering the fast journcy (1864-73),
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CICIBA, Factenrs Culturels et Projets de Developpement Rural en Afrigue Cen-
trade, Points de reptre, Paris; L Harmattan ¢ CICIBA (Centre International des
Civilisations Bantuy, 1989,

SOMMAIRE

La fin du XXe. siccle cs marquée par un débat aux issues incertaines
sur le dévefoppement. 1 est vrai que les carles ont ¢ brouillées depuis que le dé-
veloppement des jeuncs Etals indépendants du ticrs monde a G1é assimilé au dé-
collage industricl et aux promesses technologiques de leurs aines d*Occident,

L'objectif de ce travail est de melire en fumicre Fimportance des reali-
1és culturelles dans une aire donnée de I Afrique bantu, ct de donner des points de
repére pour unc mise en place plus approprice des projets de développement.

En effet, il est urgend que ceux qui participent au développement pen-
nont en compie le réle primordial de fa cullure sous tous ses aspects: idées et
CIOyances, institutions, coulumes,

Cet ouvrage esquisse d’une maniére pragmatique les i¢ponses aux en-
jeux que nous ne pourrons pas conlousner & aube du troisicme millénaire. Ti
aborde pour cela les secleurs ¢lés du développement rural, a savoir: le domaine
agro-pastoral, celui de la santé, les technologies, Ies pelites ef et moyennes cntre-
prises et entin, ¢ducation.

Un "guide” qui s adresse & tous ceux, lechnicies, cadres, formateurs
africains et non africains, qui ont & intevenir dans les projets de développement
rural,
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OBENGA., Théophile ¢f SOUINDOULA, Simio (Editeyss). Racines B, Ban-
1t Roots, Libreville (Gubon), Paris, CLCIBAL Scpia, 1991

SOMMAIRIE

L ouviage "Racines Bantu” constitue un point de départ et une intro-
duclion géndrale fondamentade aux diverses activilds scienliliques et culturetics
que CICIBA (Centre International des Civitisations Bantu) entreprencde dans le
cadre des programmes de son musde.

"Racines Bantu™ moentre que fa diversitd des peuples dédssiminds du
Babe-El-Ghazal des franges soudanaises jusquausx rochers du Cap, est issue
drune racine wunigue, géndratrice de peuples unis par des pareniés de sing, of de
culture.., "Racines Bantu™, niet en rediell les trails fondamentaux de celte parenid,
En pénétrant la vie des ancélres cf en rdvélant leur personalié el leur erdativile,
permel it tous, jeanes et moins jeanes, bantu et non hanlu, de saisir fes sentiments
authentiques des Bantu, fels quils sont appréhendds dans o condition humaine,
(naissance, joic, tristesse, foree, Taiblesse, spiritualild) efa travers la dynamigue
de Uhistoire. Jean Emile MBOT, Ministre de la Cuolture du Gubon)




