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heritage and  expresses the primacy of public interest over private interest. It is 
an act that does not change the ownership of the asset, does not eliminate the 
possibility of real estate transaction, and does not preclude the remodeling and 
adaptation of buildings for new uses, but requires the owner to submit any pro-
posed changes to the bodies responsible for the designation of heritage assets.

Photo 5 – Vila Itororó, Bexiga.

The understanding of this act by society at large is important not only to 
limit the rapacious activity of the urban land construction and speculation sec-
tors, which seek to appropriate the rent of the land, but also to claim new uses 
for cultural assets, compatible with social needs.

It is also necessary to defend the maintenance and conservation of heri-
tage in the face not only of antiquity, aesthetics and exceptionalism, but also for 
their social  and intangible dimensions, for the social effects consubstantial with 
the process of disappearance of these assets.

Modernity in São Paulo does not need to turn out to be, according to 
Baudelaire, in the famous text by Marshal Berman (1986, p.138), “a perpetually 
renewed form of suicide”, or a “scorpion that stings itself with its own tail.” For 
it not to entail the destruction of references and, with it, the loss of life experi-
ences, city dwellers must preserve their references and safeguard their roots, 
protect their heritage.
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abStract  – This text aims to reflect about the treatment of cultural heritage in São 
Paulo, which involves considering,  firstly, registration  as a measure of public protection 
and enhancement of the cultural heritage and, secondly, decisions that lead to revoking 
a deferred protection and contribute to the distortion of cultural heritage, their aban-
donment and often, their demolition.
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