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Abstract
The present study aims at analyzing the articles published in the period from 2000 to
2010 in one of the leading educational journals in Brazil, “Educar em Revista”, edited
by the Department of Education of the Federal University of Paraná (UFPR). The goal is
to depict the ensemble of authors who publish in this journal, as well as their affinities
and networks, in order to obtain clues to help identify the current status of the Brazilian
educational field, increasingly characterized by the culture of performativity based on
intense competition. The leading hypothesis is that research articles published in major
Brazilian journals can offer significant elements to understand the structure and dynamics
of the field of education in the line proposed by Pierre Bourdieu. Methodological
procedures were mobilized for the purpose of article examination and particular attention
is paid to external referents present in the articles. Data is also collected based on
bibliographical references, books, magazine articles, theses and dissertations and other
sources mentioned in them. The assessment of biographical information and the authors
‘ curriculum completes the cycle. During the examining of “Educar em Revista” a change
in the profile of the publication has been noted as it showed, between 2000 and 2005, a
strong endogenous character, which was corrected in the last years of the study period,
towards greater adequacy to the criteria for CAPES journal evaluation system. It has been
noticed that both the editors as authors who publish in the journal seek to adjust to the
new characteristics of the field, increasingly marked by performativity and competition.
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Recent studies have described and analyzed the changes that have occurred in the
scientific field in the last years and that also affect the Brazilian educational field. The
most evident feature which has drawn more attention is the affirmation of the so-called
performativity culture, based on an environment of intense competition, which expresses
the permeability of the scientific field as to market demands and characteristics (BALL,
2005; MOREIRA, 2009; KUHLMANN, 2015).
In this sense, we would like to pinpoint the competition among researchers, institutions
and assessment groups as well as specialized journals, which end up expressing themselves
as if they were in a scientific-article competition, having this textual genre defined as a
true academic commodity (CASTIEL; SANZ-VALERO, 2007; ZUIN; BIANCHETTI, 2015;
KUHLMANN JR., 2014; OLIVEIRA; CATANI, 2011).
In the meantime, the number and quality of publications, especially articles in
the most prestigious specialized periodicals, have become the defining criteria for the
success and legitimacy of university agents in general and those of the field of education
in particular, as well as the quality evaluation of graduate programs (MEADOWS, 1999;
HORTA; MORAES, 2005; MOREIRA, 2009). Although Capes relies on a very broad set of
criteria for awarding merit grades in the three-year postgraduate evaluation process in the
country, what really counts as to the definition of academic excellence of these programs
is the metrics of article productivity and publication.
Hence, investigating the articles published in the main Brazilian journals in recent
years may offer significant elements to understand the structure and dynamics of the field
of education in this period.4 Here are the first results of an investigation on an ample set
of Brazilian journals specialized in education, classified with the highest grade or “strata”
(A1) in the Qualis ranking issued by Capes in its latest editions. The most general project
includes the collection and analysis of data from seven general education periodicals
published in Brazil and which are systematically awarded Qualis A1 grade: Cadernos de
Pesquisa, Educação e Pesquisa, Educação & Sociedade, Educação em Revista, Educar em
Revista, Ensaio e Revista Brasileira de Educação. Such periodicals are respectively issued
or credentialed by Carlos Chagas Foundation; Cedes – related to Campinas State University
in São Paulo; Cesgranrio Foundation; Associação Nacional de Pós-Graduação e Pesquisa
em Educação (Postgraduate and Research in Education National Association) (Anped);
The School of Education of the University of São Paulo (FEUSP); Federal University of
Minas Gerais (UFMG); Federal University of Paraná (UFPR). The periodicals are, therefore,
directly or indirectly linked to two important private organizations dedicates to research in
the field of education and four of the country´s main postgraduate programs in education.
In this study, the discussion lies on the material obtained by examining articles
published between 2000 and 2010 in one of these journals, Educar em Revista, a publication
of the Federal University of Paraná and its Graduate Program.

4- The term educational field comprehends different definitions, with at least two meanings: one which involves all actions, disputes and conflicts
of power around the issues of education; the other, more restricted, covering the social space of the university and the academic production that
focuses on educational themes and issues. Here, the expression is understood in the latter sense (Cf. BOURDIEU, 1983, 2011).
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Methodological considerations
During the examination of the selected journals as sources for this project,
methodological procedures derived from a chain of comparative studies in education were
utilized (SCHRIEWER, 1998; SCHRIEWER; KEINER, 1992; CARVALHO; CORDEIRO, 2002).
Hence, particular attention is paid to the external references present in the articles studied,
as well as collecting the information present in the bibliographical references, registering
books, journal articles, theses and dissertations, as well as the other mentioned sources.
The process of collecting and processing this information is guided by a research
protocol that allows the construction of a large database and provides for the registration
of information related to the type of article, the school grade mentioned in the text, main
theme, character of the text and geopolitical unit of analysis, to verify the presence or
absence of comparison purposes. At the same time, the available information regarding
the authors of the articles, the institution to which they are linked, the academic title
with which they are presented, are collected. Such information will be supplemented
later through the other group of sources to be examined, the curricula of the researchers
available at CNPq Lattes Platform.
The aim is to verify how some properties of the field of education which are
incorporated in the agents of the field work and the ways in which they mobilize them
and ponder them with different values according to the Field Theory developed by Pierre
Bourdieu in several of his works, particularly in Homo academicus (2011). Some of the
possible properties are shown here schematically:
• Means of Publication (journals and their importance in academic production)
- Author´s participation in the publishing board or team
• Initial formation of articles´ authors
- Type of institution: public or private
- Degree in pedagogy or in other areas
• Postgraduate studies
- Program and university
- Research advisor(s)
• Career and institutional position
- Partnership with the university or research institution
Supervision activities and student list
- Positions occupied in the university and in the other university and academic
management
- Participation in research groups as CNPq scholarship student
- Other grants
- Post-doctorate and other stages
- International circulation index
• Article references
- Authors
- Books
- Periodical articles
- Other sources
Educ. Pesqui., São Paulo, v. 45, e188850, 2019.
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This set of properties allows a better understanding of the trajectories described
by the agents, the positions occupied, the established bonds and alliances, the affiliation
and affinity networks, the theoretical alignments, and so on. Unlike other types of studies
that have been used as sources for the academic production in specialized journals, the
research, still under development, intends to compose an analytical framework for the
circulation of references in the Brazilian educational field, as well as the constitution of
affinity networks in the same field, through the participation of the national researchers
in the most important journals of the area and of the relations established in the scope of
the postgraduate and in the collective projects of research that have been developed in the
last years. Examining the production and functioning of these networks of affinities may
provide a much more detailed picture of the relationships established among agents in the
field of university education as to educational research, providing a better understanding
of the effective mechanisms of intellectual affiliation, knowledge and conversion and
reconversion of the specific capitals of that field.
History and presentation of Educar em Revista
Educar em Revista is a journal edited by the Department of Education of the Federal
University of Paraná (UFPR) and has been published every quarter since 2009. At other
times of its trajectory, however, this periodicity varied. An outline of the life cycle of the
journal was published in issue 50 (MACHADO JR.; BENCOSTTA, 2013). In this text, it goes
back to its origin to the old Revista de Educação, which two issues in 1977 and 1978. In
1981, the magazine was reissued, but with another title, Educar - Journal of the Department
of Education of the Federal University of Paraná, that circulated with annual periodicity
until 1989. It was republished in 1993, with the current title. It remained with only one
annual edition until issue number 16, in the year 2000. Until 2008, it was issued every six
months, assuming, in 2009, the quarterly periodicity that has been maintained to date.
Throughout the period examined here (2000-2010), 23 regular and four more special
issues were published, which totaled 383 articles. These texts are distributed between
thematic dossiers defined by the Advisory Board and various articles selected by the
Editorial Committee (MACHADO JR.; BENCOSTTA, 2013). These 383 articles were written
by 544 authors.5 A dispersion of authors was noted, of which only 29 published 2 or even 3
articles. 15 of them had institutional partnership with UFPR, whose Department of Education
publishes the journal. 88% of the articles were produced by Brazilian authors, and the others
by foreign authors, mostly from Portugal (12), Spain (7), Argentina (6) and Chile (5).
As for the authors´ institutional affiliation, the significant presence of researchers
of the UFPR (22.5%) is noted, followed by the Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul
(UFRGS) with 5.8% and of the three public universities in São Paulo (USP, Unicamp
and Unesp), nearly 4% each, totaling 13% of the number of authors. This distribution is
explained in part by the history and origin of the publication, which was launched with
the purpose of disseminating the internal production of the university’s faculty members,
5- Up to three co-authors have been registered in the database and this totals the 544 mentioned here. Regarding the rest of the information
about authors, only the 383 main authors (the first name mentioned in the article) were used.
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which implies the strong endogenous nature of its content during part of the period
studied. However, over the years, the journal has sought to adapt to the current criteria
in the area of scientific publications and to achieve better positions in Qualis ranking,
elaborated by Capes, in order to reach the A1 strata, the highest of that classification
system. Therefore, one of the requirements is the diversity and plurality of institutional
origin of the authors of published articles. In the research presented here, it was possible
to verify that the proportion of UFPR authors who published articles published in Educar
em Revista decreased from 31.5% in the period between 2000 and 2005 to 17% in the
period between 2006 and 2010.
Throughout the entire period, however, it is possible to verify the aforementioned
presence of the UFPR researchers in the journal (almost one fourth of the authors of the
articles), in addition to a large participation of authors from other institutions in Paraná.
Three states alone – Paraná (30.8%), São Paulo (18.5%) and Rio Grande do Sul (10.1%) –
add up to almost 60% of the authors of the articles published in the journal. This regional
distribution coincides to some extent with the location of the main Doctorate programs
in Education in the country, which also includes the states of Rio de Janeiro (6.1%) and
Minas Gerais (5.2%), which are still very unevenly distributed in the national territory,
although this is diffused by the creation of new programs in all major public universities.
Among the main authors of the UFPR, it may be observed that the majority (almost
78%) carried out their postgraduate studies in only four universities: UFPR (28%), USP,
PUC-SP and Unicamp (these three correspond to 50%). Authors who are not affiliated to
the UFPR and have completed postgraduate programs in these institutions correspond to
only 36% of the total.
The database produced for the search provides the amount of up to three authors
per article. 263 articles were written by only one author; 78 written in collaboration
between two authors; and 42 by three authors. In this journal, the presence of individual
work is a characteristic of Brazilian educational production and of area of humanities
in general, as Ortiz (2004) points out. It is important to notice that 15 out of 29 authors
who published more than one article in the period (2 or 3 at most), were affiliated to the
UFPR. Up to three co-authors have been registered in the database and this totals the 544
mentioned here. Regarding the rest of the information about authors, only the 383 main
authors (the first name cited in the article) were used.
As for nationality, 336 articles were produced by Brazilian authors (almost 88%),
and among the foreign authors are Portuguese (12 articles), Spanish (7), Argentinean (6)
and Chilean (5). In terms of regional distribution, 53% of authors are affiliated to research
institutions in the Southern Area, 34.5% in the Southeast, and 11.5% equally distributed
between the Northeastern and Central-West Areas. No authors from the Northern Area
were appointed. Such depiction might explain the concentration and unequal distribution
of material, institutional and human resources dedicated to educational research among
the different regions in the country, as well as the strong regional economic inequalities.
The investigation focused on the references present in the articles, classified in
periodicals, books, theses and dissertations, electronic and other documents which did
not fit into other modalities and that include legislation and texts published in annals of
scientific events among others.
Educ. Pesqui., São Paulo, v. 45, e188850, 2019.
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Table 1 – Types of references found in the articles
Reference modality

Total

Journal articles

1310

Books

4286

Theses e dissertations

322

Electronic documents

262

Others

554

Total

6734

Source: authors’ elaboration.

Considering that most of the articles’ references were taken from books and
journal articles, the analysis will focus on these two modalities, although other relevant
considerations could also be made regarding the use of theses and dissertations and the
relative presence of institutions in which they were produced. It can be seen in Table
1 that the main type of source mobilized are the books (more than 63% of the total).
Although journal articles are increasingly valued as the main vehicle for the circulation
of scientific knowledge and as the main source for researchers, it seems to continue to
prevail in the social sciences in general and in educational studies, in particular, the use
of books as privileged means of expression and access to the knowledge produced. Renato
Ortiz, addressing the differences between the social sciences and the natural sciences,
comments on this distinction:
The contrast between social and natural sciences can be even better worked on. Several studies
show that in the latter the journals are considered “primary” documents, the vehicle of “firsthand information”. The magazine is the means par excellence of the science in progress; is
located on the border, in the gap between what is known and what is to be known. Researchers
and laboratory teams privilege it in contrast to the book, considered an informative manual,
secondary support in the development of new theories and discoveries. [...] In contrast, for the
social sciences the book is the privileged support; even the articles are long, unlike the short
(sometimes very short) texts of the natural sciences. It is not merely a question of prestige (it
exists in “human” and “exact”), but here the idea of information has another relevance. It is
an integral part of a theoretical and explanatory set, and often this interpretive framework is
more important than the data conveyed (which is not to say that the information is irrelevant).
The social sciences are more interpretive than informative, requiring time for maturation and
analysis. (ORTIZ, 2004, p. 16-17).

The Articles in Journals
When examining the references to articles in the 383 articles of Educar em Revista,
it can be seen that the great majority is in Brazilian publications. Regarding the nationality
of the authors of these articles, they are also mostly Brazilian, as can be seen below.
Educ. Pesqui., São Paulo, v. 45, e188850, 2019.
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Table 2 – References to articles according to periodical nationality
Nationality

Total

%

Brazil

774

59,1

USA

225

17,2

UK

67

5,1

Netherlands*

61

4,7

Spain

44

3,4

France

37

2,8

Portugal

25

1,9

(Over 1% of total mentions)
Source: authors’ elaboration.
* The strong presence of the Netherlands as an important reference in this table is explained by the large number of scientific publications of the
group Elsevier, which has its headquarters in Amsterdam. Several of these journals, however, have their origin in research centers and universities
located in other European countries or North America.

Table 3 – References to articles according to their author
Nationality

Total

%

Brazil

693

53,1

USA

212

16,2

France

70

5,4

UK

47

3,6

Spain

44

3,4

Canada

36

2,8

Portugal

35

2,7

Argentina

22

1,7

Australia

22

1,7

Germany

18

1,4

Switzerland

14

1,1

(Over 1% of total mentions)
Source: authors’ elaboration.

As 88% of the articles of Educar em Revista have been written by Brazilian authors,
it can be said that, at least for this sample, scholars who carry out educational studies
in the country tend to prefer Brazilian periodicals as well as their authors. This seems
to reveal a characteristic of our field of education, which produces research aimed at
examining the national reality based on a national bibliography. This was evident when a
research showed that 204 of the 383 articles studied (53%) focused on specific situations
in Brazilian education, whereas 139 (36%) discussed general education issues which were
not specifically located in one country. Only the remaining 40 articles (almost 11%) focused
on educational situations in other countries, either singly or in comparison to Brazil. It is
quite open to the foreigners, however, as to what citations are related. The United States,
followed by France and the United Kingdom, appear as important reference models. In
general, journals cited as sources of the texts investigated are the most prestigious or
Educ. Pesqui., São Paulo, v. 45, e188850, 2019.
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best evaluated Brazilian publications, as well as some foreign journals. Table 4 lists those
which received at least 10 mentions.
Table 4 – Journals with highest number of mentions
Journal

Nationality

Mentions

Qualis

Educação & Sociedade

Brazil

71

A1

Cadernos de Pesquisa

Brazil

52

A1

Revista Brasileira de Educação

Brazil

39

A1

Journal of Educational Psychology

USA

27

n/c

Psicologia: reflexão e crítica

Brazil

20

A1

Cadernos do Cedes

Brazil

17

A2

Reading and Writing: an Interdisciplinary Journal

USA

16

n/c

Educação e Pesquisa

Brazil

14

A1

Journal of Experimental Child Psychology

Holland

14

n/c
A1

Educar em Revista

Brazil

13

Reading Research Quarterly

USA

13

A1

Teoria & Educação

Brazil

13

n/c

Psicologia: Teoria e Pesquisa

Brazil

12

A2

Em Aberto

Brazil

11

B2

Applied Psycholinguistics

UK

10

n/c

History and Theory

USA

10

n/c

n/c = not found in consulted Qualis (2010)
Source: authors’ elaboration.

The books
In the collected articles, 4286 references to books were made. Among them, books
by Brazilian authors predominate, followed by French and American, as shown below.
Table 5 – References to books by author´s nationality
Author´s nationality

Total

%

Brazil

1874

43,7

France

546

12,7

USA

378

8,8

UK

211

4,9

Spain

208

4,9

Portugal

192

4,5

Germany

157

3,7

Switzerland

134

3,1

Russia

93

2,2

Italy

73

1,7

Argentina

69

1,6

Canada

61

1,4

(Over 1% of total mentions)
Source: authors’ elaboration.
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The distribution of the authors´ nationality is very similar when compared to
references to journal articles with authors from the countries cited before. Authors from
the following countries were mentioned: Brazil (more than half of the references), the
United States (about 16%), France (5.4%), the United Kingdom and Spain (both around
3.5%), in that order. In the case of books, there are some changes: Brazil has less than
45% of references, France has almost 13%, the United States has 8.8% and the United
Kingdom and Spain show almost 5% each. It is still hasty to indicate the reasons for this
variation, since it would be necessary to situate the context and the ways in which these
mentions are made in order to understand what this can mean in terms of the structure
and organization of the Brazilian educational field during the studied period.
Apparently Brazilian scholars seek their intellectual references in a group of authors
from a seemingly small group of countries. In the two most cited groups of materials,
books and journal articles, the United States, France, the United Kingdom and Spain
account for around 30% of references. If this is added to the citations of Brazilian authors,
the total reaches between 75 and 80% of the references mobilized in the articles.
Going back to books, although more than half of those which were cited have been
written by foreign authors, they are books that are read preferably in translations and in
Brazilian editions, as can be seen below:
Table 6 – References to books according to country of publication
Country of publication

Books

%

Brazil

2934

68,5

USA

279

6,5

Portugal

269

6,3

France

217

5,1

Spain

187

4,4

UK

148

3,5

Argentina

69

1,6

(Over 1% of total mentions)
Source: authors´ elaboration.

Therefore, it is noted that Brazilian intellectuals in the field of education tend to
read Brazilian authors and when they read foreigner authors they do so in translations to
Portuguese. The frequency of foreign languages does

not seem to be a dominant feature in
this group of researchers who publish their articles in Educar em Revista. These findings
still need to be placed in a larger picture in order to be fully understood. A more focused
analysis will be necessary in order to understand the ways in which these international
references are mobilized: when and in which context do mentions appear about certain
authors and in what language? Does this to some extent depend on the subject matter?
On the other hand, is it possible to affirm that the field of educational research in Brazil
has some kind of closure as to research issues exclusively or predominantly related to the
national context? Is it safe to say, then, that internationalization efforts have been induced
and encouraged by the instances of evaluation and funding of academic research in recent
years and have been favoring the increase of the circulation of Brazilian researchers in the
international academic environment?
Educ. Pesqui., São Paulo, v. 45, e188850, 2019.
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The 4286 book references are distributed among 2602 different authors, of which
2061 are referred to only once and 290 only twice. There is, therefore, a very large
dispersion, with only a few authors being cited more often. Those whose books computed
more than 10 references appear in the Table below.
Table 7 – References to books by author
Author

Mentions

FREIRE, P.

61

PIAGET, J.

60

FOUCAULT, M.

52

MORIN, E.

42

VYGOTSKY, L. S.

29

BAKHTIN, M.

28

BOURDIEU, P.

27

PERRENOUD, P.

24

SAVIANI, D.

23

ADORNO, T.

22

NÓVOA, A.

20

GIROUX, H.

17

BRUNER, J.

16

SANTOS, Boaventura de Sousa

16

LISPECTOR, Clarice

15

DEMO, Pedro

15

PIMENTA, Selma Garrido

14

FREUD, S.

14

ORLANDI, Eni

14

MARX, K.

14

FRIGOTTO, Gaudêncio

13

GENTILI, Pablo

12

BACHELARD, G.

12

GRAMSCI, A

12

LEFF, Enrique

12

MARCUSE, H.

11

Source: authors´ elaboration.

It is a restricted set of 26 authors, of which only seven relate to the Brazilian
educational field.6 Among the Brazilians, there are at least two who are major influences
and references in the Brazilian context: Paulo Freire (of international prominence) and
Dermeval Saviani.
As for the foreigners, the presence of classic authors of the social sciences or the
humanities is noted, such as Foucault, Morin, Bourdieu, Adorno, Marcuse, Marx, Freud,
6- Although Pablo Gentili is Argentinean, he is affiliated to a Brazilian university where he develops his work. Clarice Lispector, who had 15 books
mentioned, was not considered in this total, not because she was born in another country, since she is considered to be a Brazilian author, but
because the references to her works are often only allusive and not directly linked to the topics discussed in the articles.
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Bachelard and Gramsci. In terms of authors related to educational studies, classics such
as Piaget and Vygostky are also mentioned, as well as some others that have been very
present in contemporary debates such as Nóvoa, Perrenoud, Giroux and Bruner.
As for the most cited books, there is also a relative dispersion. Below are those who
obtained at least five mentions.
Table 8 – Books with 5 references at least
Author

Title

References

ADORNO, T.

Education e emancipation

10

ADORNO, T.; HORKHEIMER, M.

Dialectic of Enlightenment

6

BAKHTIN, M.

Marxism and the philosophy of language

7

BAKHTIN, M.

Aesthetic of verbal creation

6

BARDIN, Laurence

Content analysis

6

FORQUIN, Jean-Claude

School and culture: the social and epistemological basis of knowledge

5

FOUCAULT, M.

Microphysics of power

10

FOUCAULT, M.

Watch and punish

5

FREIRE, P.

Pedagogy of autonomy

16

FREIRE, P.

Pedagogy of the opressed

15

LEFF, Enrique

Environmental epistemology

5

MORIN, Edgar

The seven complex lessons in education

7

SANTOS, Boaventura de Sousa

Um discurso sobre as ciências

6

SAVIANI, Dermeval

Pedagogia histórico-crítica: primeiras aproximações

7

TARDIF, Maurice

Professional knowledge and teacher training

7

VYGOTSKY, L. S.

The social formation of mind

8

VYGOTSKY, L. S.

Thought and language

6

Source: authors´ elaboration.

In the eventual continuation of the research, we render it possible to examine the
context in which these mentions appear and what uses are made of these books. What
kind of mention is made? Is the book used as a theoretical reference, as a methodological
inspiration, or are only topical references made, in order to, to some extent, raise the
prestige of the author of the article by citing authors who can add symbolic capital?
Another aspect that has been aroused, but which has not yet been able to configure
the consequences for the understanding of the current state of the Brazilian educational
field, is related to the editors who published the books mentioned by the authors of the
articles in Educar em Revista examined here. There is a group of editors that have been
busy publishing most of the works related to the educational theme in Brazil. Another
type of survey might be interesting to figure out which authors are publishers´ favorites.
Are there preferences related to the university institution of origin or research groups?
Conclusions about it are yet to be drawn, but to mark this as an issue to be investigated
in the near future is in order. As an example, here the numbers obtained so far, with the
distribution by publisher whose books have reached at least 20 citations.
Educ. Pesqui., São Paulo, v. 45, e188850, 2019.
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Table 9 – Books with over 20 citations and their publishers
Publisher

Publishing city

Total

Cortez

São Paulo

208

Vozes

Petrópolis

175

Artmed

Porto Alegre

150

Paz e Terra

Rio de Janeiro

100

Martins Fontes

São Paulo

74

Papirus

Campinas

69

Zahar

Rio de Janeiro

61

Ática

São Paulo

52

DP&A

Rio de Janeiro

51

Autêntica

Belo Horizonte

49

Autores Associados

Campinas

49

Companhia das Letras

São Paulo

44

Editora da Unesp

São Paulo

42

Brasiliense

São Paulo

41

Hucitec

São Paulo

37

Anped

Caxambu

36

PUF

Paris

32

Cambridge University Press

Cambridge

31

Civilização Brasileira

Rio de Janeiro

27

Porto Editora

Port

26

Loyola

São Paulo

26

Editora da Unicamp

Campinas

24

Graal

Rio de Janeiro

23

Casa do Psicólogo

São Paulo

22

Bertrand Brasil

Rio de Janeiro

20

Editora da USP

São Paulo

20

Source: Autors´elaboration.

The presence of only three foreign publishers is significant. In Brazil, the largest
concentration of publishers occurs in São Paulo and Rio de Janeiro, which is certainly
related to the structure of the Brazilian publishing market, but also coincides, to some
extent, with the uneven distribution of symbolic capital and resource materials in the
country’s universities. To what extent does one dimension relate to and reinforce each
other? It is also important to note the presence on this list of university publishers linked
to the three public universities of São Paulo.
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Final Considerations
Educar em Revista presents itself in the Brazilian educational field as a publication
by the Department of Education of the UFPR and has been partially a means for the
circulation of research carried out in that university, as proposed initially. However, in
the period between 2000 and 2010, which covers 27 issues of the Journal, there is a
reduction in its endogenous character (22.5% of the total of the main authors are at the
UFPR, and in the first five years of the period this came to 31%). At the same time there
is a progressive opening to authors from other national institutions (65.2% of authors).
However, this is also positive for authors of other institutions in the State of Paraná, which
add up to 30.8% of the authors. More than just an important means of UFPR’s scientific
production, the periodic houses part of the production of the other institutions of Paraná
- other federal institutions, state universities, PUC-PR, several private higher education
institutions and even high schools. Following the authors of Paraná, there are those
affiliated to institutions in the States of São Paulo and Rio Grande do Sul, particularly
public, federal or state universities, in addition to PUC-SP and PUC-RS.
Foreign authors accounted for only 5.4% between 2000 and 2005 and totaled 15.8%
in the period between 2006 and 2010 (as an average of the whole period, they represent
12.3% of the total), which seems to corroborate the efforts and initiatives developed in
recent years towards the internationalization of the Brazilian scientific field. This change
in the institutional profile of the authors selected to be published in the journal is certainly
related to the changes that have been taking place in the evaluation criteria of Capes and
that have induced changes in the areas of research, publication of results and circulation
of scholars in the field (OLIVEIRA; CATANI, 2011).
Important issues still to be considered are the relevance of this journal and its
position in the Brazilian educational field. When Capes elaborated the ranking system of
national scientific publications, they brought out the question that Qualis is an instrument
intended only to subsidize the evaluation of the various Postgraduate Programs of the
country that are conducted periodically, and the effect of this type of classification in the
country is indisputable as to the orientation of the periodicals, by establishing standards
that eventually become the norm (CAPES, 2016).
Having achieved the highest concept in this classification for the area of Education
(A1), the journal Educar em Revista has become part of a select group of publications
with power to induce thematic demands for research, establish possibilities for defining
the trajectory of the researchers, produce positions of prestige in the field by opening
positions in their editorial body and boards, etc. The ways in which these agents behave
and act in their specific scopes provide important outcomes for all the other agents in the
field, as noted by Castiel and Sanz-Valero:
Our point of view emphasizes that in the scope of scientific publication the commercialization
of scientific research is manifested by the progressive commodification of the object “scientific
article”. As discussed earlier, there is an important dimension in this regard in the face of
transactions to enter the “market” of strong scientific communities. In this case, what are the
negotiations between authors, editors and reviewers, besides obeying the “technical-scientific
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aspects” in the judgment of an article, that is, extra-scientific elements and their limits in the
actions and concessions of what researchers can do to publish their articles and to accept others?
To place as bibliographical reference of works published in the same periodical in which one tries
to publish? Not to consult the bibliographic sources when copying them from the references of
other authors? (CASTIEL; SANZ-VALERO, 2007, p. 3048).

So, what does it mean for the various authors who submit their articles to this
journal, to be able to publish it? What, on the other hand, does it mean for the journal
Educar em Revista to decide to publish a certain author and reject many others, beyond
the usual technical-scientific criteria? As more and more control measures are established
to prevent a given author from sending the same work to several journals, the decision to
submit an article for a periodical review implies the exclusion of other possibilities and
the entry into a process of which may be fairly time consuming.
To what extent do the internal characteristics, content and actions of the editorial
staff of a publication such as Educar em Revista interfere on the quality and content of
the submitted articles? And as a result, how does a periodical of this level, after achieving
such status, induce thematic demands, theoretical orientations or methodological options
that ultimately guide the scientific production in the area of education? How can anyone
who wants to publish in this journal ignore the type of production that is published or the
set of theoretical references that are most frequent in the articles?
The continuity of this research will try to answer these and other questions that may
offer a clearer picture of the complex set of actions and relationships that permeate the
various agents of the Brazilian educational field. To do so, the study of journal articles will
have to be added to the work with the curricular information of the authors who produce
them, as well as the editors and other agents who decide on their publication. Some of
these issues are:
Who are the agents mobilized in disputes about scientific legitimacy and practical
decisions regarding educational issues? What is the training of these agents who publish
in the most prestigious journals? What are their relationships? How are their alignments
explicitly expressed through theoretical preferences and choice of authors and reference
models, which result from a set of personal relationships, strategic decisions, and
affinities? What are these lines of force that define the current situation of the Brazilian
educational field, based on the networks of affinities and preferences and on the training
and postgraduate courses? What are the theoretical references that have circulated in the
production of education studies in Brazil in the last decade?
Some light has been shed and answers to these questions have been outlined for
future reference and further clarification.
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