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STONE ARTIFACTS FROM AGATHONISI, DODECANESE, GREECE: 

EVIDENCE OF INSULARITY 
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ABSTRACT 

The systematic excavation at Kastraki of Agathonisi island revealed the 

remnants of a fortified harbor, which developed commercial and political 

contacts with Miletos, the Ionic metropolis, and other cities of Asia Minor, as 

well as its neighboring or remote islands. These conclusions were provided 

by the well-studied findings of the excavation and can be also confirmed by 

the unpublished stone artifacts, such as vases, querns, and tools, which will 

be presented here. They were carved in local or imported rocks. The 

investigation of their origin elucidates the question of insularity, that is 

isolation and connectivity. 
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1. Introduction 

Agathonisi, the northernmost island of the dodecanesian complex (fig. 1), is 

situated to the south of Samos and close to the Asia Minor coast. It is located at the 

southwestern end of the Menderes complex, so its geology is featured by the characteristic 

geomorphology of Menderes Massif, which is consisted of crystalline, semi-crystalline 

and schist limestones and limestone-schists (Panitsa & Tzanoudakis, 1998, p. 96). 

The island had been inhabited since the late IVth millennium BC, according to the 

findings from Kastraki, a rocky hill at the northern cost between Maistros and Anginaria 

Bay (Triantafyllidis 2015, 96), whereas further traces of habitation of the IIIrd millennium 

BC had been also recorded at Kephala and Kalyvia (Triantafyllidis 2015, 95, n. 3).  

Agathonisi is known as Tragia or Tragaia by the ancient writers2 and it belonged to 

milesian territory with other neighboring islands, known as milesian (Patmos, Leros, 

Fournoi, Farmakonisi, Arkioi, Lipsi) (fig. 2). The key position of the island had been 

deployed by Milesians, who established garrisons during Classical and Hellenistic times, 

not only for mainland and maritime protection but also as an expression of their authority 

on the rural fortifications of these islands (Sarantidis, 2020). Important naval events took 

place nearby the island during the 5th and 1st cent. BC, like the battleship of Lade in 494 

BC; the tragic epilogue of the Ionian Revolution ended with the victory of the Persians 

shortly before the beginning of the Greco-Persian Wars (Triantafyllidis 2006, 2010, 2014 

& 2015; Triantafyllidis & Karatasios 2015; Sarantidis 2015). Several other sites of 

Agathonisi (Kavi, Prezivolia, Alonia, Kleftos, et.c.) can be dated in the Hellenistic and 

Roman periods and a few sites (Tsagaris, Tholoi and Ag. Ioannis) in the Early-Christian 

and Early Byzantine periods (Triantafyllidis 2015, 95, n. 3).  

 

2. Excavation of Kastraki3 

The systematic excavation of Kastraki, inaugurated in 2006 by Pavlos 

Triantafyllidis, brought to light the archaeological remains of the fortified harbor and the 

naturally fortified citadel founded on the quarried rock of a hill (fig. 3). Important 

evidence from the site indicates the minoan presence on the island, whereas the archaic 

 

 
2 Thucydides, book I. CXVI. 1; Stephanus of Byzantium, Τραγίαι; Strabo XIV 1.7. 635c.   
3 A full publication of the material quoted in this paper in greek will appear in the two volumes of the 

excavation at Kastraki of Agathonisi, which is under preparation (Triantafyllidis, in press a and b). That is 

why further information about the size of the city, the population and relevant issues are not discussed here. 
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pottery shows that the site continued to be inhabited during the 7th and 6th cent. 

(Triantafyllidis 2015, 96). The fort is trapezoidal in plan and it is arranged in terraces 

formed by robust pseudo-isodomic walls of rectangular plan, which embrace the rock, 

following the natural slope of the rocky hill towards the sea (Triantafyllidis 2015, 97, fig. 

4). The access was enabled through rock-cut staircases. The fortification walls are dated 

in the late 4th and early 3rd cent., but during the 2nd and 1st centuries some modifications 

of certain fortification walls had been realized, as part of a major military reinforcement 

of the fortification against piracy (Triantafyllidis 2015, 97-98, fig. 5). A quite interesting 

system of cisterns and wells, quarried in the rock, had been also excavated. The most 

impressive finding was a cistern hollowed in the rock and coated with hydraulic plaster 

at the top of the hill, which was located underneath a tower and remained in use from the 

late 2nd cent. BC to the early 2nd cent. AD (Triantafyllidis 2015, 98, fig. 6). The remnants 

of a workshop for murex processing to produce the dye of the tyrian purple, as well 

as pigments suitable for pottery coating and painting had been also investigated; they are 

dated from the 4th cent. BC to 2nd cent. AD (Triantafyllidis 2015, 98-100, fig. 7-9). Below 

a roman building of that workshop the remnants of a late-Hellenistic sanctuary, probably 

of the milesian city-deity, Apollo Didymeus, had been identified, too (Triantafyllidis 

2015, 100-101, fig. 10). A built storage-room west of the southern fortification wall, had 

been excavated and from the clay findings was identified as a state apiary dated in the 

late 2nd-1st cent. BC (Triantafyllidis 2015, 101-103, fig. 12-13). The above-mentioned 

findings provide evidence about the significant economic activities which were taking 

place on the small island during Hellenistic and Roman period. Quite impressive are also 

the military installations for mooring warships located to the southeast side of the fort 

(Triantafyllidis 2015, 95).  

The various mobile findings of that excavation provide clues about its commercial 

and political contacts during the Hellenistic period. Indeed, the discovered coins of the 

4th and 3rd cent. BC belong to the milesian mint, whereas the pottery, the terracotta 

figurines, the textile weights, and the metallic artifacts (weapons, nails, etc.), which came 

to light insinuate that the small island of Agathonisi had established interrelations with 

other cities of Asia Minor, as well as with other islands, not only the closest ones but also 

certain further islands of the Dodecanese.  

Several fragments of querns, vases, and tools had been investigated, which were 

carved in various rocks, local and imported. These stone artifacts enlighten the everyday 

life of the islanders. In that paper after a short presentation of the unpublished material 
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(querns, vases, and tools4), there will be further discussion about the detected imports and 

the strong affiliations observed between the studied material and relevant findings from 

other sites (Asia Minor, Samos, Rhodes, Kos, and Nisyros). 

 

3. Vases 

The fragmented vases, which came to light during the excavation, belong to various 

types and were used mainly as household vessels. They are dated from the Classical to 

late Hellenistic period, besides a fragment of a prehistoric mortar (ΛΘ 229-fig. 4). The 

vases discussed here can be divided into two parts: the local products and the imports. 

The local products are all unfinished and they are presented at the beginning.    

 

4. Local products (unfinished vases) 

It is worth noting that local and imported rocks were used for the carving of 

everyday implements. The semi-carved artifacts (ΛΘ 230-fig. 5, ΛΘ 42-fig. 6, and ΛΘ 

227-fig. 7) were carved in local limestone, however for the half-finished mortar ΛΘ 234 

a grey volcanic rock was used, which is identical to the grey koan rhyolite (Poupaki & 

Chatziconstantinou 2001), a rock which was used for Hellenistic ὅλμοι in Halasarna of 

Kos (Poupaki, 2017, no.10).  

The unfinished vessels studied were mortars (ὅλμοι) and they are all dated to 

Hellenistic period. Mortars, especially the biggest ones (ὅλμοι), cannot be identified only 

as kitchen utensils, because they usually had industrial use, as they served to crush cereals 

before their grinding in the mills, to collect the liquid extract (oil mixed with water) from 

the oil presses, or even to mix building materials for the preparation of mortars (Poupaki, 

2011b, p. 61). These vases adopted features of the Hellenistic ὅλμοι discovered at various 

sites (Delos, Kos, Samos, Laconia, Corinth, and Asia Minor). Particularly, well-dated 

examples are the vases ΛΘ 230 and ΛΘ 227, which were found in a well’s filling, dated 

in the early Hellenistic period, and associated to the clearing of the sanctuary at the second 

terrace of the site. Indeed, the unfinished mortar with spout ΛΘ 227 is a quite common 

type during Hellenistic period, e.g., in Athens (Poupaki, 2000, no. 88), Corinth 

(Davidson, 1952, nos. 816-820, 827-829, fig. 19, pl. 61), Delos (Déonna, 1938, pp. 110-

114, pls. 319-326), Priene (Wiegand – Schrader, 1904, nos. 1541, 1559), Samos (Hiesel, 

 

4 The material presented here will appear with the registration number of the excavation. For the better view 

of the material see Table 1. For a full catalogue of the material, see Poupaki (in print a and b).  
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1967, nos. 179-184, pl. 19), and Salamine of Cyprus (Chavane, 1975, nos. 4-8, pls. 1-2, 

57). The vase ΛΘ 230 resembles certain vessels carved in volcanic rocks or limestone 

from Kos, Allianoi, and Zeugma (Poupaki 2011a, vol. 2, no. Αγ156; Türkmen 2009, pp. 

31-33, Parton 2013, p. 300, fig. 6ab, no. SM 7). The other two vases, ΛΘ 42 and ΛΘ 234, 

are surface finds, however their profile is reminiscent of Hellenistic vases: The vase ΛΘ 

42 resembles to the delian ὅλμοι with slightly conical shape (Déonna 1938, figs. 294-296, 

298), but also to laconian vases, which were mainly used as cinerary urns (Poupaki 2006, 

nos. 17 and 26; Poupaki 2019, no. 19). The vase ΛΘ 234, even in an early processing 

stage reminds us of the Hellenistic mortars of Pompei (Poupaki 2011b, pl. 9b).  

 

5. Imported vessels 

The most elaborate vases found in the excavation were all imported. Two of them 

were carved in the same rock (ΛΘ 228 and ΛΘ 60), which was probably quarried from a 

neighboring island (Samos), whereas the third (ΛΘ 44+62ΑΒ) was probably imported 

from a remote one (Nisyros).  

The shallow two-handled bowl (ΛΘ 228-fig. 8), which was carved in soft yellowish 

limestone, is a remarkably interesting vessel because of its shape, its material, and its use. 

Its shape looks familiar, because it looks like the smallest mortars, which were household 

utensils useful for the pounding of pulses, the mixing of spices and seasonings or the 

squeezing of fruits for the extraction of juices with the aid of a spout. However, they were 

also laboratory instruments used for the pulverizing of chemical substances, drugs, and 

cosmetics. In certain areas of Asia Minor were discovered in graves, as grave goods5. 

Additionally, the characteristic lugs of the vase, which are reminiscent of the spool-

shaped lugs of the early bronze age mortars (Mylonas 1959; Runnels 1988), are quite 

common on Archaic pottery6 and on Archaic, Classical and Hellenistic stone vases7.  

A vase from Kition of Cyprus dated before the Hellenistic period (Salles-Chavane, 

1993, p. 94) resembles the quoted vase, which is also alike a Hellenistic samian vase 

found in Aegina carved also in soft sandstone, which bears the same tool marks (point 

marks) on its inner surface (Hoffelner 1996, 45-46, no. S40). The Agathonisi vase ΛΘ 

 

5 For relevant bibliography, see Poupaki (2011b, p. 55 and 2017, p. 75). 
6 E.g., an Archaic four-handled clay plate in British Mus., probably from Knidos (Datcha) Peninsula: Attula 

(2006, pp. 87, 90, cat. no. 3, figs. 8, 9). 
7 These lugs are attested on an Archaic three-handled bowl from the southern cemetery of Syracuse (Paolo 

Orsi Mus., no. 45), but also on Delian marble vases: Déonna (1938, fig. 137). 
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228 is carved in soft brownish sandstone, which is not local and resembles the rock of the 

samian vase. As a matter of fact, marl limestone had been quarried in southern Samos and 

especially close to Pythagoreio since the Archaic period and is considered to have been 

exported8. Similar porous limestone and sandstone were widely used in the Archaic 

period and they were extracted from Aegina, Corinth, and Rhodes, where major quarries 

were opened since the Archaic period (Kokkorou-Alevras et al., 2014, nos. 91-99, 105-

114, 619, 962-975). In Cyprus, the soft limestone was used for vases even in Roman times 

(Chavane, 1975, pp. 15-16, nos. 11-13; Salles & Chavane, 1993, pp. 337-338, no. 803).  

The vase ΛΘ 228 was found in the filling of a well, in a context dated from the 4th 

to 2nd cent. BC. Its close resemblance to the Hellenistic samian vase and the pre-

Hellenistic vases from Kition of Cyprus lead us to consider it as late Archaic or Classical 

and to think that it was imported from Samos.  

That vase is also interesting because of the absence of abraded internal surfaces, 

which may indicate that it was not used as a mortar. Its friable rock was unsuitable for a 

utilitarian article. That is why ritual use seems more probable. Indeed, similar vases are 

usually depicted on vase paintings on scenes relevant to sacrifices and they were the 

containers of the holy water for the sprinkling of the altar before the sacrifice, known as 

χέρνιβες9. 

Another vase, a bigger bowl with a rectangular handle with a curved profile and 

slightly elevated base (ΛΘ 60-fig. 9), is carved in similar limestone, probably of the same 

provenance as the previous vase. Its profile and the well-elaborated surfaces recall the 

Classical and Hellenistic vases carved in marble (mostly parian10, but also from 

elsewhere11) and in volcanic rocks (Vlachoyanni, 2012, pp. 41-42). It can be dated to the 

Hellenistic period, because of its features and of the context of the tank, where it was 

found (its context is dated from the 4th cent. BC to 1st cent. AD).  

The most impressive vase studied is a ὅλμος on a high base, which had been 

restored from several pieces (ΛΘ 44+62ΑΒ-fig. 12). It was found in a layer dated in late 

Hellenistic-early Roman period and resembles to some Hellenistic parallels from Delos, 

 

8 Ancient quarries of soft limestone are located at Aspros Kavos in the surroundings of Pythagoreio and the 

underground quarries of Agiades and these on Katarouga or Koutsodonti hill between Pythagorio and 

Chora: Kokkorou-Alevras et al. (2014, pp. 24-25, nos. 45, 46 & 50); Tsakos & Viglaki-Sofianou (2012, p. 

18).  
9 For the marble χέρνιβες: Poupaki (2011b, pp. 56-60). 
10 E.g. an unpublished vase from Kos in the deposit of the Castle of Nerantzia (fig. 10-22). 
11 E.g. a similar vase carved in koan marble: Poupaki (2011a, vol. 2, no. Αγ185) (fig. 11-23).  
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Amorgos and in Marmaris museum, all unpublished. A similar vase on a high stand 

carved in koan marble can be dated in the same period (Poupaki 2011, vol. 2, no. Αγ 97). 

The vase is often depicted on black-figure vases12 and is also imitated in coroplastic 

syntheses13 of the Classical and Hellenistic period. It had been used for the preliminary 

crushing of the grains by means of a long and heavy pestle (ὕπερον)14. Bigger vases of 

that type are κάρδοποι and they were used for kneading (Poupaki 2001-2, pp. 300-304). 

The vase preserves traces of repair, that is a square socket on the base. The sockets on the 

stone household vessels used for the insertion of metallic clamps prove that the repairs of 

these vases are quite common, probably because of their high cost15. It is carved in dark 

grey volcanic material which resembles strongly the nisyrian lava.  

 

6. Pestles 

Mortars were in use together with the pestles. In Agathonisi, simple elongated 

pebbles of local origin were used as pestles, for crushing or mixing various substances in 

stone or clay vases (ΛΘ 107, ΛΘ 231- fig. 13 - and ΛΘ 237)16. Even though, a fragment 

of an ὕπερον was carved in purplish volcanic rock (ΛΘ 235-fig. 14), non-local, which 

can be considered as an import. The most impressive pestles found are these in the form 

of a human finger (ΛΘ 238, and ΛΘ 65- fig. 15), δακτυλοδοίδυκες. They can be dated in 

the Hellenistic age, basing on their context17 and their counterparts from the 

bibliography18. The best-preserved finger-pestle (ΛΘ 65) is carved in white fine-grained 

 

12 E.g. scyphus in Canellopoulos Mus. of Athens (no. 384), lekythos from Serpieri collection and kylix of 

New York Metropolitan Mus. (no. L.1982.110): Maffre (1975, fig. 2); Sparkes (1962, pl. VII.2); Neils 

(2004, fig. 4.4); Tsoukala (2009, figs. 9 - 10, 13). 
13 E.g. a coroplastic synthesis in Polygyros Mus. and another one from Tanagra cemetery in Louvre Mus. 

(CA 458): Kaltsas (2003, pl. 72); Tsoukala (2009, fig. 1); Pottier (1900, p. 512, pl. Χ.1). 
14 Déonna (1938, p. 106, figs. 133.2 and p. 50). 
15 Similar sockets are attested on a Classical basin stand (ὑποστατόν) from Kos and the upper part of a 

pompeian mill from Parion at the Marmara Sea: Poupaki (2012, vol. 2, no. Y4); Takaoğlu (2008, pp. 676-

677, nos. 6-7, fig. 7b). 
16 They can be compared to implements from Delos, Knossos, and Tarsos: Déonna (1938, 116); Sackett & 

Cocking (1992, pp. 393-394, nos. S3, S13a-b, S24 & S55a, pls. 325-326); Goldman (1950, vol. 1, p. 387).  
17 The pestle ΛΘ 231 was found in a well, in a layer dated between 4th and 2nd cent. B.C. 
18 The finger-pestles are quite usual in the Hellenistic period, but they can be dated since the Archaic period 

(basing on the inscribed counterparts from Athena Lindia Sanctuary in Rhodes). The findings from 

Agathonisi are reminiscent of the delian and corinthian finger-pestles: Déonna (1938, p. 118, fig. 353); 

Davidson (1952, p. 193, no.1434, pl. 86). 
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marble, which could be Parian19 or Milesian20 or even from the neighboring island of 

Fourni21. 

 

7. Querns      

Saddle querns 

The earliest millstones from Agathonisi are saddle querns (ΛΘ 103, ΛΘ 115, ΛΘ 

126, and ΛΘ 226-fig.16). Saddle querns were the simplest devices for hulling grain; they 

were long oval slabs of stone, on which the grains broke open through the reversible 

movement of a grinder, usually a simple pebble, small enough to fit in one’ s hand, or a 

similar slab with one flat side (Poupaki 2014-15, pp. 13-15; Poupaki 2017, pp. 79-80). 

Saddle querns from Agathonisi were carved in greyish volcanic material and they were 

probably imported22, because of the lack of volcanic rocks on the island. Their origin does 

not help their dating. Typically, they can be judged as prehistoric; however, in certain 

areas saddle querns were used until the 5th cent. BC23. A spherical grinder (ΛΘ 43-fig.17), 

small enough to be held in a human hand, was probably in use with a saddle-quern.    

 

8. Olynthian mills or hopper-rubbers 

Most of the querns studied are olynthian mills (ΛΘ 46, ΛΘ 109, ΛΘ 111, ΛΘ 112, 

ΛΘ 113, ΛΘ 127, ΛΘ 217, ΛΘ 218, ΛΘ 219, ΛΘ 220, ΛΘ 223, ΛΘ 225-fig.18). 

Olynthian mills, also known in the literature as hopper-rubbers, are rectangular-shaped 

friction grain mills the movable part of which was the upper millstone (ὄνος ἀλετῶν) 

while the lower (μύλη) was fixed on a stable surface (τράπεζα). The upper stone was 

hollowed out as a hopper to receive and funnel the cereals on the grinding surface of the 

lower mill through the slot which was carved on the bottom of the hopper. Grinding is 

 

19 Α finger-pestle from similar marble was also found in Halasarna and the origin of the marble is thought 

to be parian: Poupaki (2011a, no. 82). Parian marble was ideal for vases since the late 6 th cent. BC: e.g., 

perirrhanteria of Athenian Acropolis: Wagner (1997, p. 132). The thin-walled luxurious pyxides, known as 

“κυλιχνίδες παρίας λίθου”, are excellent vases of the Classical and Hellenistic period of the parian 

workshop: Robinson (1946, pp. 246-247, note 25); Jucker (1970, p. 182); Zaphiropoulou (1973); Colivicchi 

(1995); De Sienna, Lazzarini & Cancelliere (2012); Gaunt (2013); Brecoulaki, Kavvadias & Verri (2014); 

Brecoulaki & Kavvadias (2019).  
20 Milesian marble is pure white and fine-grained, whereas the marble quarried at Herakleia on Latmos 

since the 6th cent. BC was white and coarse-grained: Peshlow-Bindokat (1981 and 1994).  
21 Fourni marble, quarried at the western coast of the island at Petrokopio, was white, very fine-grained 

with rare grey spots or yellowish tinge: Lazzarini-Cancelliere (2000, p. 52). 
22 The major provenance regions, where similar volcanic rocks were quarried, are Saronic Gulf (andesite) 

and Kos (rhyolite): Poupaki (2014-15, pp. 14-15, notes 24-27 & 2016, p. 79, notes 138-142). 
23 E.g., in Troad: Takaoğlu (2008, p. 673). 
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conducted by the to-and-fro movement of a rectangular shaped grinder on the rectangular 

quern, by means of a long lever (κώπη), which was fixed on special slots at each end of 

the upper millstone and held firmly in place by iron rods; finally, at one end of the upper 

millstone the lever was fitted over a pivot. The grinding surfaces may bear diagonal 

parallel striations, which could indicate a herringbone pattern, or alternated series of 

diagonal and horizontal striations. Chronologically, they may be placed approximately in 

the Classical to Hellenistic period, but in some cases their use may have arrived as late as 

in the Roman period (Poupaki 2014-15, pp. 17-19; Poupaki 2017, pp. 81-82). Agathonisi 

olynthian mills are carved in grey vesicular lava, which is reminiscent of the nisyrian 

volcanic tuff quarried in the open-air quarries and the subterranean galleries of Argos 

(Poupaki, in print c). Nisyros was famous for the manufacture of mills in antiquity, but 

until nowadays the nisyrian products had been detected securely only at the neighboring 

Halasarna of Kos24. There is, therefore, evidence for the high commercial value of these 

mills. 

However, there are some sporadic findings carved in rocks like koan rhyolite (ΛΘ 

221-fig.19), the andesite from Aegina or other sites of Saronic Gulf (ΛΘ 45-fig.20), as 

well as some of unknown origin (ΛΘ 1, ΛΘ 110, ΛΘ 222, ΛΘ 224, fig.21). The last two 

hopper-rubbers had circular hopper, they are curved in grey non-porous volcanic rock and 

they must be derived from a single workshop, whose location is under research25. 

According to R. Frankel (Frankel, 2003, p. 9), they belong to the main greek type of 

olynthian mill. Some querns of that type were found in the vicinity of the athenian 

acropolis (Poupaki, 2014-15, nos. 64, 65, 66, 67, 68).  

The hopper rubber ΛΘ 221 (fig.19) is carved in a rock, which resembles to the koan 

olynthian mills carved in koan rhyolite, which are not quite common and follow the high-

quality nisyrian mills (Poupaki, 2011b, nos. 32-33). The use of koan rhyolite was 

systematized in Roman times for the carving of rotary querns26, which were dominant 

 

24The applied archaeometric methods on the millstones from ancient Halasarna (Kardamaina, Kos) showed 

that the olynthian mills from the excavation were of Nisyrian origin and that they were either from the 

open-air quarry, either from the underground quarry of Argos: Katerinopoulos et al. (2016); 

Katerinopoulos, Mavrogonatos & Poupaki (2017). 
25 There is a current research about the origin of the hopper-rubbers of that type, which were discovered in 

Athens, during the excavation for the construction of METRO Railway Station “Acropolis” in 

Makrygiannis plot: Poupaki (2014-15, nos. 64-68). 
26 Rotary querns superseded the other types of querns and have remained in use ever since. They are round-

shaped querns used for the grinding of cereals through the circular movement of a round-shaped grinder 

above a similar quern. The grinder is pierced in the middle to enable the spindle to pass through the stone 

and allow the upper stone to move smoothly. The hopper is curved around the hole of the upper stone. 
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until the byzantine era, and despite the lack of archaeometric origin studies, there is strong 

evidence that the koan products were exported (Poupaki, 2011a, vol. 1, pp. 103-104). The 

lack of archaeometric methods applied on samples of these findings leaves some doubt 

about the exact origin of that quern, as well as of the quern ΛΘ 45 (fig.20), which 

resembles the andesite from Aegina or other sites of Saronic Gulf, used especially in 

prehistoric times (Poupaki, 2014-15, pp. 14-15).  

The scoriaceous lava of the hopper ΛΘ 1 recalls the rock used for koan hopper-

rubbers and a rotary quern (Poupaki 2011b, nos. 31, 36, 38), which resembles the rock 

quarried in modern times at Pyrgi of Kos (Poupaki 2011b, p. 30).  

All the millstones studied are dated in Hellenistic (ΛΘ 46, ΛΘ 109, ΛΘ 233) and 

Roman period (ΛΘ 225, ΛΘ 111) based on their context, whereas several examples of 

olynthian mills and saddle querns cannot be securely dated, because they are surface 

findings (ΛΘ 1, ΛΘ 113, ΛΘ 127, ΛΘ 219, ΛΘ 224, ΛΘ 226). 

 

9.Use of the querns from Agathonisi 

The millstones found were implements used for the processing of cereals and 

pulses. The most primitive querns, the saddle querns, are considered as inventions 

associated with the production of well-pulverized flour and they first appeared in ancient 

Egypt (Jasny 1950, p. 234). However, the olynthian mills improved and accelerated the 

processing of the grains. That is why they are considered as the first professional mills, 

used in bakeries (Poblome 2012, p. 85). The use of saddle querns for the murex processing 

at the prehistoric site of Mitrou, at eastern Lokris (Van de Moortel & Zahou, 2011, p. 

293), could lead us to the assumption that hopper-rubbers could also be efficient for such 

use, and consequently, that certain hopper-rubbers from Agathonisi could be associated 

with the purple production well-documented on site. The use of hoppers-rubbers, even 

for the crushing of ores at Lavrion (Ardaillon, 1897, pp. 62, 69, 92) proves that the 

olynthian querns were multifunctional implements and could also belong to industrial 

equipment. To that point we ought to stress that there are no remains of murex processing 

 

Through it, it is common that cereals are funneled to the space between the two elements and then they are 

ground. The lower millstone and is fixed on a board (i.e., a table) beneath the querns, a structure that permits 

the steady rotation of the upper millstone. The spindle is held tight by a wooden frame fixed on the upper 

stone, whilst a wooden or metallic handle is fixed on its circumference, through the movement of which 

the circular movement of the quern is achieved: Poupaki (2014-15, pp. 20-21); Katerinopoulos et al. (2016, 

p.191); Poupaki (2017, pp. 84-86, with bibliography). 
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on the grinding surfaces of the olynthian mills of Agathonisi; further examination and 

chemical analyses are indispensable to reach a conclusion. 

The remarkable number of hopper-rubbers used in the fortified site of Agathonisi 

is a unique example in the Aegean. Ancient writers (e.g., Xenophon, The Anabasis, 1.5.5, 

Frontinus, Strategems 4.1.6) state that certain types of querns were in use by the soldiers, 

especially during their excursions, which should be lighter (molae manuariae) than the 

household implements and would provide the best solution for grinding cereals needed 

for nourishing a certain order of soldiers. For example, in Roman period, the smallest 

rotary querns were used in the order of 10 soldiers, the contubernium, whereas the bigger 

ones were in use in the order of 100 soldiers, the centurium (Child, 1943). According to 

Xenophon (The Anabasis, VII.I.37), barley flour was indispensable for the preparation of 

a soldier’s meal, while Herodotus (Herodotus, History, 7.17) states that one or two 

χοίνικες (=quarts) were provided for each soldier. Grinded barley (ἄλφιτα) was the 

most preferred for a soldier’s meal, especially during excursions, because it could be 

easily mixed up with water, oil, or wine, to prepare μᾶζα (resembled το porridge), which 

did not need further cooking (Thucydides, Historiae ΙΙΙ.49.3). On the contrary, the flour 

needed for the kneading of bread should be pulverized (Jasny, 1950, pp. 244, 247; 

Amouretti, 1986, pp. 124-126).  

The querns used by the army were carved in resistant volcanic material, which was 

originated from certain quarries27. In many excavated oppida of the Roman period across 

Europe (France, Spain, Germany) inscribed rotary querns had been found, which preserve 

the name of the order, where the soldiers belong (Jodry, 2010, pp. 107-108; Jodry, 2011b). 

Paradoxically, in Greece, little is known about the everyday utensils used by the soldiers. 

An olynthian mill had been found at the Ptolemaic military camp excavated in Koroni of 

eastern Attica (Vanderpool et al. 1962, 36, no. 33, pl. ΙΙΙ), but no more examples from 

other excavated areas inhabited by soldiers had been recorded. That is why that the 

milling implements from Agathonisi are so important. The fact that the discovered querns 

belong to two basic types: the nisyrian products and the hopper-rubbers with the circular 

 

27 Querns carved in basaltic lava of Mayen in Eifel region (Germany) were of the highest quality and were 

exported in Central Europe during Roman period: Wefers (2011a); Mangartz (2006); Holtmeyer & Wild 

(2014). However, there were several other quarries of various rocks suitable for millstones in the Roman 

era, which circulated all over Europe.  In France, several quarries of millstones were opened in Alsace and 

in Lorraine: Boyer et al. (2006); Farget (2006); Jodry (2011a). However, La Salle quarries in Switzerland 

and Lovocise quarries in Tsechia were also exploited for mills:  Anderson (2003); Jacottey, Anderson & 

Jodry (2007); Wefers (2011b). 
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hopper of unknown origin may indicate that they were the basic types used by certain 

orders of soldiers. The best quality of the rock, which would be resistant during the 

grinding without leaving grits in the flour, was the basic criterion for the certain choice 

of products (Poupaki, 2011a, vol. 1, pp. 226-227). It had been, therefore, well appreciated 

by the inhabitants of that fortified site on that small milesian island. It could be suggested 

that Miletus would be responsible for such provisions of that milesian fort, although the 

lack of relevant evidence does not allow further discussion.      

 

10. Question of insularity: isolation and connectivity 

The observed interrelations of the island with the opposite coasts do not necessarily 

mean that the island had been totally independent from milesian metropolis. On the 

contrary, even though Agathonisi is a rocky and remote island of the Aegean, it developed 

in antiquity economic activities as animal husbandry, mainly goat farming, fishery, and 

agriculture at the restricted fertile areas of the island. The recent findings from Kastraki 

added important evidence about the labors, which increased the income of the local 

population: beekeeping, honey production and production of purple-dye through the 

murex process were some of these tasks. The excavation provided also significant data 

about the occupation of the inhabitants with stone-carving. Local marble and limestone, 

but also imported volcanic rocks were used for manufacturing resistant vessels for 

everyday use. This may imply that the inhabitants of Kastraki settlement managed to 

combine their carving techniques with the ones adopted from other workshops of 

sculpture, so as to fulfill their needs and reduce the imports of high-priced products, as 

marble vases.The presence of specialized quarry-men and stone-carvers on the island can 

be corroborated by the existence of quarries of marble and limestone at Kavi 

(Triantafyllidis 2006, p. 185, note 50) and Kastraki (Kokkorou-Alevras et al. 2014, no. 

63a), respectively.  

The remains of the quarry at Kavi, northeast of Mount Kephala in the vicinity of 

the open-air Isis sanctuary, provide enough information about the extraction: quarried 

blocks are still visible, whereas quarried surfaces of the rock where plinths were detached 

from the maternal rock are quite impressive. On the rock surface four incised foot 

impressions, life-sized, had been recorded, among which one contains a dedicatory 

inscription ΑΡΧΕΛΑ (Triantafyllidis, 2006, pp. 185-186, fig. 9). Presumably, the quarry 

must be dated before the establishment of the cult on the site. That means that when the 

cult of Isis was initiated, the quarry had been probably left inactive. Future research, 
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though, on the site will enlighten more aspects about its activity and the use of its quarried 

material. 

The fortified site of Kastraki had been established on a rocky hill close to a secure 

natural harbor. The rock had been quarried for the formation of terraces, where the 

buildings of the fort had been erected. The remnants of the quarried rock are best 

preserved to the southern slopes of the hill, where important evidence about the quarrying 

techniques are observed: stepped extraction, wedge holes (sphenoid and rectangular-fig. 

22), point marks, series of point marks (pointillé technique), quarrying trenches around 

the detached blocks, a pole-hole (fig. 23) used for the retention of the transferring sled on 

the sledding-path of the quarry, a circular print from a detached column drum, vertical 

trenches from the use of the pneumatic hammer, as recent quarrying by means of modern 

equipment was not avoided, etc. (Kokkorou – Alevras et al. 2014, no. 64). Basing on 

these quarrying traces a dating of the extraction activity before 4th cent. BC can be 

suggested. The Kastraki quarry was probably opened for the construction of the local fort 

and it was probably abandoned when the site was inhabited. The study of the unfinished 

vessels found aids in confirming this assumption, given that the unfinished vase ΛΘ 230 

(fig. 5) carved in the local marble is well-dated in the early Hellenistic period, which 

means that the stone-carving activities took place before 275 BC at the site.  

Local limestone quarried on both extraction sites was of high quality and it served 

perfectly for the carving of vases. The local sculptors borrowed patterns and types from 

the most popular marble workshops of the Hellenistic and Roman times, as it is attested 

by the study of their counterparts. We can suppose that either the local carvers were 

experienced craftsmen, either that foreign specialists on carving techniques spent some 

time on the island and transmitted their knowledge to the locals. The latest can be justified 

by the strong connection of the island with the milesian metropolis, where important 

quarries were active since Archaic times, as the Heracleia on Latmos major quarries 

(Peshlow-Bindokat, 1981 and 1996; Herda et al., 2019), whose exploitation consisted a 

profitable activity throughout the Archaic and Classical period for Miletos supplying 

high-quality marble for major buildings (e.g., the sanctuary of Apollo at Didyma) 

(Attanasio, Brilli & Ogle, 2006, pp. 190-198). 

The occurrence of imported artifacts among the studied material from Kastraki 

excavation implies, besides the strong connectivity of the island with Miletos, the 

merchandise exchange with other cities of Asia Minor, as well as with other islands, not 

only the closest ones, like Samos, but also certain further islands of the Dodecanese, like 
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Kos, Nisyros, and Rhodes and Saronic Gulf. To these conclusions we come basing on the 

detection of the artifacts’ stone origin. The lack of archaeometric methods applied on 

samples of stone samples from the artifacts forced us to rely only on the visual 

observation. In particular, the vase ΛΘ 228 is thought to be samian because it is carved 

in samian limestone, like an aeginetan parallel, too. The generalized use of samian 

limestone in architecture28 and sculpture29 since the Archaic period supports the idea of 

carving vases, too. The strong affiliation of the rock used for the vase from Agathonisi 

with the rock quarried from the underground quarries of southern Samos points out that 

the vase was probably carved in Samian workshop, which was active even since Archaic 

times, but continued their activity during the Hellenistic period, as the Agathonisi vase 

ΛΘ 60 proves, and even later. The probable use of nisyrian lava for the high stemmed 

ὅλμος and most of the olynthian mills from Kastraki excavation indicates the circulation 

of the nisyrian products, at least, during the Hellenistic period. A recent study shed light 

on the activity of the nisyrian lava workshop, which was a unique production unit of 

artifacts of everyday use (e.g., ‘olynthian’ and ‘delian’30 mills, rotary querns, oil-presses 

equipment, mortars et.c.) in the Aegean from the 4th century BC onwards (Poupaki, in 

print c). Minor imports of olynthian mills from Kos or Aegina / Saronic Gulf or elsewhere 

imply that the small island was accessible from remote islands, even outside the 

Dodecanese. In the absence of archaeometric analyses, no more conclusions can be 

drawn. It is also impressive, that a half-finished mortar was carved in a rock reminiscent 

of koan rhyolite, but more provenances could be probable for its rock. However, it is quite 

important to observe that the foreign rocks had been transferred roughly finished and that 

their final formation was completed at the destination place31.     

 

 

 

 

28 That limestone is attested at the double colonnade of the Dipteros II temple in Heraion of Samos of the 

early 6th cent. BC: Hellner (2001, pp. 7-8, note 8, p. 135, note 135); Osborne (2003, p. 99, fig. 103b). The 

samian limestone was also used in Roman period for the pavement of the the Sacred Way and for the Roikos 

altar: Tziligkaki & Stamatakis (2018, pp. 177-178). 
29 In Samos, Archaic stelae were carved in soft, porous limestone, probably local: Tsakos & Viglaki-

Sofianou (2012, p. 222). 
30 Delian mills are not hand-mills, but they were operated by a donkey or a slave due to a complex metallic 

frame: Poupaki (2017, nos. K65-K71).  
31 That is the case for the most stone-producing places, where rough blocks of stone were transported to the 

places of order, where they were shaped to get the final form. For instance, on the proconnesian products 

which were carried unfinished to Kos: Poupaki (2011a, vol. 1, 192-194).  



Eirene Poupaki, Stone Artifacts from Agathonisi… 

141 

11. Conclusions 

To sum up with the current presentation, it was briefly argued that all these stone 

artifacts of lesser value, as stone vases, and querns, bring information on the ancient 

history of Agathonisi. Basing on this subsidiary study, we may assume that the 

intercommunications of that island with the surrounding and most remote islands or Asia 

Minor proved to be valuable for the formation of its cultural identity. Meanwhile, its 

population managed to exploit local natural resources and to assimilate the foreign 

influences by producing native products of high quality. During the archaeological 

research, the minor findings confirm that several daily activities were adopted by the local 

population, e.g., fishing, beekeeping, weaving, and pottery production (Triantafyllidis, 

2015, 95). To these labors, the carving of vessels using the local limestone quarried 

nearby can be added. Future archaeological research at Kastraki will complete this 

preliminary report on the productive activities of its inhabitants, which were not only 

military, but also “agroeconomic and commercial”  (Triantafyllidis, 2015, p. 103), and 

influenced the political identity of the small island.  
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TABLE 1 

 

CATALOGUE 

NUMBER 

DESCRIPTION DIMENSIONS32 

 VASES  

ΛΘ 229 (fig. 4) Fragmented mortar carved 

in local grey marble. 

Prehistoric. 

ht 5.5, dp 1.5 – 4, d 18 

ΛΘ 228 (fig. 8) Two handled, shallow 

bowl carved in samian 

yellowish sandstone 

(completed). Late Archaic-

Classical. 

ht 7, rim d 23, base d 12, 

handle dim 5.5 x 1 x 2, base 

ht 0.7, rim th 1.5, wall th 

1.5 – 2.5, bottom th 2.5 

ΛΘ 60 (fig. 9) Two handled mortar carved 

in samian yellowish 

sandstone. Hellenistic. 

Preserved ht 6.5, rim d 25, 

base d 45, handle dim 5.6 x 

1.2 x 1.8, base ht 1, wall th 

1.8 – 2.3, bottom th 1.3 – 

2.5 

ΛΘ 230 (fig. 5) Fragmented unfinished 

mortar (holmos) carved in 

local white-greyish 

limestone. Hellenistic. 

ht 16.5 – 19.5, rim d 30, 

rim th 3, wall th 5.5-6.5, dp 

15, bottom d 20 

ΛΘ 42 (fig. 6) Fragmented unfinished 

mortar (holmos) carved in 

white-greyish local marble. 

Hellenistic. 

preserved ht 18, rim d 30, 

rim th 2.5, wall th 8, bottom 

th 2-4 

ΛΘ 227αβ (fig. 7) Unfinished mortar with 

spout carved in white-

ht 6, rim th 2-4, wall th 2.3 

– 2.9, spout dim 10 x 12 x 6 

x 3, spout dp 5, dim 27 / 34  

 

32 All the dimensions are in centimeters. Abbreviations:  

Dim=dimension, ht=height, d=diameter, l=length, w=width, th=thickness, dp=depth 



Eirene Poupaki, Stone Artifacts from Agathonisi… 

143 

greyish local marble 

(completed). Hellenistic. 

ΛΘ 234 Unfinished mortar carved 

in grey rhyolite, probably 

from Kos. Hellenistic. 

ht 23, rim th 10, bottom th 

13 

ΛΘ102αβ Fragmented mortar carved 

in grey marble with white 

veins. Hellenistic. 

rim th 3.5, wall th 3.5 – 4.5, 

handle dim 8.5 x 6.5 x 4.5  

ΛΘ 44 + ΛΘ 62αβ (fig. 

12) 

High stemmed mortar 

(completed) carved in grey 

vesicular lava, probably 

from Nisyros. Hellenistic. 

Wall th 4.5-8, base d 30, 

base ht 18, bottom th 15 

 PESTLES  

ΛΘ 107 (fig. 13) Fragmented conical marble 

pebble   

ht 6, grinding surface d 5.7 

– 6 

ΛΘ 231 (fig. 13) Fragmented trapezoidal 

marble pebble   

ht 9.5 , dim 5 x 5 / 8 x 8  

ΛΘ 237 Fragmented elongated 

marble pebble   

Preserved ht 4, preserved d 

2 

ΛΘ 235 (fig. 14) Fragmented pestle carved 

in non-local purplish 

volcanic rock  

Preserved ht 3, preserved d 

3 

ΛΘ 65 (fig. 15) Finger-pestle carved in 

fine-grained white marble. 

Hellenistic 

l 9, w 3 – 4, th 2.5 – 4.2 

ΛΘ 238 (fig. 15) Finger-pestle carved in 

white-greyish marble. 

Hellenistic 

Ht 4, d 2.5 

 SADDLE QUERNS  

ΛΘ 103 (fig. 16) Fragmented saddle quern 

carved in grey vesicular 

lava. Prehistoric  

l 10, preserved th 13.5, th 6 
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ΛΘ 115 (fig. 16) Fragmented saddle quern 

carved in grey vesicular 

lava. Prehistoric  

ht 4.5 – 6, preserved l 14.5, 

maximum w 17.5 

ΛΘ 126 (fig. 16) Fragmented saddle quern 

carved in grey vesicular 

lava. Prehistoric 

ht 5.8, preserved l 8, 

maximum w 13 

ΛΘ 226 (fig. 16) Fragmented saddle quern 

carved in grey vesicular 

lava. Prehistoric 

ht 5.5, preserved l 9.5, 

maximum w 14.5 

 GRINDER  

ΛΘ 43 (fig. 17) Grinder carved in grey 

vesicular lava. Prehistoric 

ht 7, grinding surface d 5.9-

7.5 

 HOPPER-RUBBERS  

ΛΘ 46 Fragmented lower 

olynthian mill carved in 

grey vesicular lava, 

probably from Nisyros. 

Hellenistic. 

ht 4.6 – 5.3, side l 16.5 

ΛΘ 109 Fragmented lower 

olynthian mill carved in 

grey vesicular lava, 

probably from Nisyros. 

Hellenistic. 

ht 2.5 – 3.1 

ΛΘ 112 Fragmented lower 

olynthian mill carved in 

grey vesicular lava, 

probably from Nisyros. 

Hellenistic. 

ht 3.5 -4.1  

ΛΘ 110 (fig. 21) Fragmented lower 

olynthian mill carved in 

grey volcanic rock of 

unknown origin. 

Hellenistic. 

ht 6, sides l 14 and 18 
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ΛΘ 222 (fig. 21) Fragmented lower 

olynthian mill carved in 

grey volcanic rock of 

unknown origin. 

Hellenistic. 

ht 3.5 – 5.5, sides l 17.5 and 

22  

ΛΘ 217 Fragmented upper 

olynthian mill carved in 

grey vesicular lava, 

probably from Nisyros. 

Hellenistic. 

ht 9 – 11.5, side l 9 – 11.5 

ΛΘ 218 (fig. 18) Fragmented upper 

olynthian mill carved in 

grey vesicular lava, 

probably from Nisyros. 

Hellenistic. 

ht 11, side l 12 – 13.5, rim 

th 3 

ΛΘ 219 (fig. 18) Fragmented upper 

olynthian mill carved in 

grey vesicular lava, 

probably from Nisyros. 

Hellenistic. 

ht 10,5, sides l 9.5 and 12, 

rim th 4 - 6 

ΛΘ 220 (fig. 18) Fragmented upper 

olynthian mill carved in 

grey vesicular lava, 

probably from Nisyros. 

Hellenistic. 

ht 13.2 – 15.3, sides l 19-

22/  23-25.5, rim th 3 – 3.5 

/ 5 – 5.5, slot ht 3 

ΛΘ 223 Fragmented upper 

olynthian mill carved in 

grey vesicular lava, 

probably from Nisyros. 

Hellenistic. 

ht 4.6 – 8, sides l 21.5 - 23 

and 17 – 17.5 

ΛΘ 221 (fig. 19) Fragmented upper 

olynthian mill carved in 

ht 8.5-9.8, sides l 18.5 – 28 

and 11-13, rim th 7 and 3.5 
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grey rhyolite probably 

from Kos. Hellenistic. 

ΛΘ 45 (fig. 20) Fragmented upper 

olynthian mill carved in 

grey andesite from Aegina 

or other sites of Saronic 

Gulf. Hellenistic. 

ht 6 – 9.5, hopper dp 2 – 

2.5, socket dim 1.5 x 1.7 x 

3, rim th 4.5 – 5.5 

ΛΘ 113 Fragmented upper 

olynthian mill carved in 

grey vesicular lava, 

probably from Nisyros. 

Hellenistic-Roman. 

ht 8.5, sides l 19 and 2.5, 

slot dim 1 x 2.5 x 1, rim th 

5.5 

ΛΘ 1 Fragmented upper 

olynthian mill carved in 

black scoriaceous lava of 

unknown origin. 

Hellenistic - Roman. 

ht 9.5, sides l 5 – 6.5 and 

5.5 – 7.5, slot dim 1.5 x 1.5 

x 3.5, rim th 10  

ΛΘ 127 Fragmented lower 

olynthian mill carved in 

grey vesicular lava, 

probably from Nisyros. 

Hellenistic - Roman. 

ht 5 – 5.5, side l 12.5 

ΛΘ 224 (fig. 21) Fragmented lower 

olynthian mill carved in 

grey volcanic rock of 

unknown origin. 

Hellenistic - Roman. 

ht 5.6 - 7.5, sides l 21/ 22.5 

and 12.5 

ΛΘ 111 Fragmented upper 

olynthian mill carved in 

grey vesicular lava, 

probably from Nisyros. 

Roman. 

ht 13 – 15, side l 19, w rim 

3 / 8 
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ΛΘ 225 Fragmented lower 

olynthian mill carved in 

grey vesicular lava, 

probably from Nisyros. 

Roman. 

ht 9, side l 19 
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FIGURES 

 

 

Figure 1: Map of Agathonisi (map by Pavlos Triantafyllidis). 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Map of Miletos and the milesian islands 

during the Classical antiquity (drawing by Jörg 

Denkinger, retrieved at: 

http://www.latmosfelsbilder.de/0203.php?l=eng). 

 

 

Figure 3: Aerial photo of Kastraki fort in Agathonisi (photo by Pavlos Triantafyllidis). 
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Figure 4: Section of the mortar ΛΘ 229 (drawing by Eirene 

Poupaki).  

Figure 5: Unfinished mortar ΛΘ 230 (photo by Eirene 

Poupaki). 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6: Unfinished mortar ΛΘ 42 (photo by Eirene Poupaki). 
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Figure 7: Unfinished mortar with spout ΛΘ 227 (the vase is 

composed by two fragments and it is completed, photo by Pavlos 

Triantafyllidis). 

 

 

 

Figure 8: Unfinished two handled bowl ΛΘ 228 (the vase is 

completed, photo by Pavlos Triantafyllidis). 

 

 

 

 

Figure 9: Fragmented bowl ΛΘ 42 (photo by Eirene Poupaki). 
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Figure 10: Fragmented bowl from Kos (photo by Eirene 

Poupaki). 

 

 

Figure 11: Fragmented bowl from Kos (photo by Eirene 

Poupaki). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 12: High stemmed holmos (the vase is composed by two fragments and it is completed, photo by Pavlos Triantafyllidis). 
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Figure 13: Sections of two pestles ΛΘ 107 and ΛΘ 231 (drawing by 

Eirene Poupaki). 

 
 

Figure 14: Fragment of a pestle ΛΘ 235 (photo by 

Eirene Poupaki). 

 

 

 

Figure 15: Fragmented finger-pestles ΛΘ 238 and ΛΘ 65 (photo by Eirene Poupaki). 
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Figure 16: Sections of four saddle querns ΛΘ 103, ΛΘ 115, ΛΘ 126, 

and ΛΘ 226 (drawing by Eirene Poupaki). 

 

 

 

Figure 17: Grinder ΛΘ 43 (photo by Eirene 

Poupaki). 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 18: Fragments of olynthian querns ΛΘ 218, ΛΘ 219 and ΛΘ 220 (photo by Eirene Poupaki). 
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Figure 19: Fragment of olynthian quern ΛΘ 221 (photo by 

Eirene Poupaki). 

 

 

 

Figure 20: Fragmented olynthian quern ΛΘ 45 (photo by 

Eirene Poupaki). 

 

 

Figure 21: Fragments of olynthian querns ΛΘ 110, ΛΘ 222 and ΛΘ 224 (photo by Eirene Poupaki). 
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Figure 22: Quarried rock with wedge-holes at Kastraki, Agathonisi (photo by Eirene 

Poupaki). 

 

 

Figure 23: Pole-hole on the rock at Kastraki, Agathonisi (photo by Eirene Poupaki). 
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ARTEFATOS DE PEDRA DE AGATHONISI, DODECANESO, GRÉCIA: 

EVIDÊNCIAS DE INSULARIDADE 

 

Eirene Poupaki 

 

RESUMO 

A escavação sistemática em Kastraki da ilha de Agathonisi revelou os restos 

de um porto fortificado, que desenvolveu contatos comerciais e políticos com 

Mileto, a metrópole jônica, e outras cidades da Ásia Menor, assim como com 

suas ilhas vizinhas ou remotas. Estas conclusões foram fornecidas pelos 

achados bem estudados da escavação e podem ser confirmadas pelos artefatos 

de pedra não publicados, como vasos, querns e ferramentas, que serão 

apresentados aqui. Eles foram esculpidos em rochas locais ou importadas. A 

investigação de sua origem elucida a questão da insularidade, ou seja, de 

isolamento e conectividade. 
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