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p1·o(it1c;ão, os po,·os sãc> igt1alrncnte fatos tl:1 11:1l t1rcz~1, m~:is, en1 sr1a cst1·eita 
int' ·eração; co11stitue111 ta111bér11 t1111a 1·t.":1licl:1<lc• (le orcle111 sr1pe1·i()1·: ('onfigu
raçãt) espiritt1~1l e c1·iaçãc) (ia vo11t~1<le. I~111l)()r:1 <.~11te11rlt~11clcJ ~1ssir11, c111 sc'.us 
jt1stos te1·111os, a JJ1·opo1·c;ão etno-biol()gic·: ·1, e111 oi1t1·0 scto1· a at1to1·:t, l)OI~ 
ot1t1·0 la(lo, 11ão cleixa de JJcnet1·a1· c111 zc)n~-1 c.1·ítica. 1~ qt1<:'. a 111ai1)ri .. 1 clc>s 
n1ec·a11is111os cie rlecr1dênci~1 não é ele~ 11:llt1rcza l)ic)lc.'>gic·r1, 1n:1s sc>c·ié.tl; sàt) 
re1J1·ese11 t~1ções e atitudes liga(las à exis tê11cia so<.~ i :tl, c.01110 êl cl êl li 111 ilação 
<la nêllaliclacle, qt1e, por· set1 tt11·11c), <lete·1·11·1i11a1r1 o ct1rsc> l)iol(lgicc> clct , ·icJa 
d()S IJO\'C)S. 1\0 co11t1·ár·i(J tio [1nin1alJ o l1t>111c·111, co111cJ i11cli,,íclt1() c.: co1110 
gr111Jo, i~ o sei· qt1e 11ão sof1·e ape11:.1s () Sl'll IJl'<>cesscJ ,,it~11, exJ)lic·i1\'Cl pf)r 
via l)iológic.:1, 111as qt1e l[1111l)é111 C> JJ1·01110,·t\ e <)1·ic11ta 11cstr ot1 11ac1t1eJ(, se11-
ticl(). rf'<1<l:.1,·i'-1, ('SS~l ()l'()t•rn ele COgÍtétÇÔC'S C()llffllZ él llllla qt1estfic> fttil<l:llllCn

ta], a ele se s:.1be1· êllé q11e J)onto é fJC)ssível 11111~1 cl110-lJiologia l1isl( ·>ric·:.1 <111c 
não eleva sei· s11bstit11í(l[t por 11111a l1istc)r·iê.1 socir1l e ct1ltt11·al co11cc·1·11-e 11te a 
f enô111e11os l)iológit~os. 

Quanto él<> e'.C)11tct'1do, o t1·é1l>:.1ll1() se c::1r(.1t~tc1·iza 11ela ]:.11·g11c·z~1 (lo l1c>r·i
zonte, J)Or 11111a sé1·ie de rcs11ltados p()Siti, ros e, ::li11<l:.1, f)t>I' 11t1Í11e·1·osas <>l>se1·
vações par·tict1lê:1res altan1(~11te st1gesti, 1l:lS. C11111J)1·e Sê.1lic11t:.11~ <1t1e 11s rest1l
t~1dos exce(ie111 cn1 r1111itc>, q11a11to à irr111or·tânc~ia, a explie '.:1ç_·â1) {l~t 111ortc 
dos pov·os. F:sta é 11111 simJ)lcs fen{)111enc> 111a1·gi11ê.1l, qtte t<-·111 oc<)1·1·idc> u111;_~ 
'\'CZ ot1 <)t1t1·a na existê11cia d~t l1t1111a11irl.~1cle. 1\ rcgr~l é CJtlC' os l)O\"<>s 11à() 
mt)1·1·e111, se lJe111 CJt1e a r11aic)ri:.1 dos g1·t1pos étnicos st>fr·a. 110 correi· clc>S 
n1ilênios, prcJf1111das t1,~111sf<)1·r11~1~"'.<1es e111 Sll[l est1·t1t111·~1 cultL11·al, sc)ci~ll e 
tiológi<.'a. E a disct1ssã(> de Scl1\.,ricletzky não explica aflc11~1s ~1 111()rte l1is
tóric· .a ele detc1·111i11~1clas etr1i:1s; J)Õe a clescolJerto t~1n1bér11 as fr1sc·s <l(>S fc11ô
n1enos de decadê11ci[t q11e, sencio <le nat111·eza lJiológic~1, se 111r1nife,;tr1111 ncJ 
deco1·re1· da ,,i<Ia ele qt1aisc1t1e1· l)OVl)S. 
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O Ii,·ro <lêste cie11tista 111t1lti-,,c·1·s:•clo e ,·i,,az é st1gcsti,·t 1 t'<>lll<) a 111<tio
ria dus st1as obr·~1s, p1·e11cle11cl<) ~1 ate11çãc> ele) leito1· 11ãt) S<'.> pelo c.or1tei1do, . 
co111c> t::1111bé111 pelo m<)<lo ele fcJ1·11111]:.11· e c~c)<)r·,lcr1::11· <> 111~1teri:1l. 

() f~1to ele se trrtta1· <ie 11111:.t c·o11trilJ11iç:.â<) ~1lt~111:1. 1>,11·::1 o ('Slt1<f<J <.'.Ít·11tific'o 
dos gI'tll1(iCS ce11t1·c)S l1I'}):11l<)S t:.1},:ez J)C)SSél ,lllll1('11ÍUI' () i11tt•1·c~Sl\ <lêl <)l'll'é:l. 
tsse est11<lo te, •e nos í1lti111<)s ,,i11te :111<)s t1111:.1 ]1istó1·i::1 J)t't"t1li,-1r. J)t11·.111l(· t1·eze 
anos, 1·ealizo11-se sol) o co11t1·(>le, s<.·11~0 111t·s111<, s<>l> a J)r<.·ss:1c, (le }Jl)<l<:·re·s ll<) 
liticos. 1\ ci1·ct111stf1nci,1 <lt· te1·e111 si<I<> <lestr·t1ícl<>s C>s <) l~ietc>s ,lrt i:1,!esti- · . . ' 

gaçã<), a p1·ó1)ria <.'c>n~1 <l,1 c·xistê11ci:.1 Ill{'lrc>t)olit,111.t, t:11,·<.·z 11ã<) l'c'nl1.1 cle'i· 
xaclc) de inflt1i1·, ciecisi,·é1r11e11tc, 11,l 111~111t•i1·:1 ele· lr,1t:1r <) c1sst1i1tr). 

A JJesc1t1isa. cic11tific'.;1 cios grandes ce11t1·<)S i11·l>:111<.>s S<l J)CJ<l<.· s~r 1·t~:1li · 
zacl:1, seg1111do IfellfJacl1, 111ecli;111te <) 1·cct11·sc> tl cli,·er·s,ts clisc~ÍJ)li11:1..; <.·c1 11111IE~
n1e11 t'-11·es. EsSêl i (lé ia, 11<),Ít· l'f11·1·i<llle ira ( '' i 111 c1·1lisci1>li n ~tr\· 1·<.·s(·~-i1·<.· 11''). i..· 
ace11tt1atia de 111()(10 f>t11·tic~tll,11· Clll f,lC'C <la flCJ)l<)J·{1\'C] ('Íl'C'llJlSl:)rlf'Íél c]e Íl'l' 

si<l<) p1)sta de lê.1tlo 11~l <.'1·i:1~·ão (l~l ciê11cir1 elo jo1·n~llisn10. J~ a t111iiic) (l(' ,,il
rias ciê11ci~1s esJ)l'C'.ializ~1<las, ~l ''U11i,·e1·sit:.-1s J_,ittc1·ê11·t1111'', 111<>r111l'Illt' 1<.' geo
política, psiccJlogi ;:1 SC)(~i~tl, e· it~11t· ias (·c~o11<l1n i C<.tS, :111troptllc)g'i ~,. r11et<..·<>ríJl<>gia. 
cli111atologia, física, etr1ol<:>gi.1, l1igic11e, estatístic~a, fo1clo1·c, ge11t·~1J0gi~, etc . . ,. 
a t'.i11ica fo1·111a de se C'()I1ft•ri1· c'.<>nsistê11(·i:t a (•sse tecitl<, 1>1·<><lt1zi,lo c·<)r1forrne
padrões tão tfi, 1c1·sos. 

Se1·vind<J-se de an111lo ~1cc1·,10 ele ccJnt1t·t·i111e11tf>s e· 1·t·st1lt.1(l<1s fl:1s t·icr1-
ci:1s 111encio11:1das, o at1t<)I' c:onst·gt.1e aprese11t::tr c·c>11sitlt~1·ti\'el v,11·i1.:.·<l:1cle de 

~ K' • ·-.,., .. - -



R i 1) 1 i 1 , g1· ,t f i ;1 

icleias 1·el~-t<.·i(>JlêlCl:Js t'(>_111 () te111,1, st1~cti\'Í .cli11<l<) '.) 111.tt t· ri .~J ~.~ g_L1r1 , l, "J (>s •. so ·
auintes iter1s: 'fiJJ<>l(>glêl cl:.1 })<>i>t1l,1ç~t1.) :Vlt·lr<lJ><>l1tit11.1,. Ps1<'1)f1s1<.·::1 ,J :-1 \ t 1da 
~1Ietr()po]it~1n:1 , (~êll'ê.lCter.t) lc>gi:1 ,1 () f·I :1 l,i t , ln te Jlt·! l'( )J )C >l r~ [l f.l(). (Ja r~.t' ;_lll f)Or ·
t a11te <ia cJllt·:t i..· <·c,nstitt11<ir.-t <.ir t1111.-ts t:t11t;:1s <1t1(~st oes t:" r11J)<>tt.·sc·s rle cuJ,t. for-
11111}~1ç{io o c~ie11tist:1 nã(> <lc,'(' ll() t· C'l'!·t<.> êtl>sler-se, 111,.1.s <I~ll', 1>e lêl i,1111<>ssil1i-
lidade clr, l>CJ 1· e 11qt1;_111to, ft1n<l:1111t.·11tê1-J::1s e rr1 l.>c.1ses f~tlllêtts, 1>c>d er 1! 'Íc r ('<>Il

si(le1·:1(las ::1Jt:·11~1s c·o111<> r><1ss í \' t•is ( e t•111 ;_1lg1111s c·:1s1)s 111t:.·s111r> ('( )n1ri ;_111<iazes 
,e até f :111 t {1 s ti C}ts) ; t:' 11 ti·t· e ss ris c11 1 t..~s t .-:,t' s t· s t {i <J ,1 s t t: 11 t ,1 ti, , .. 1 s < 1 t' i r1,iaga r s e 
~11in1entos J.>I'<)v i11llo s <i(~ tt·rr:1 s tlislc111tt·s <l(, st ·tt <.'.<>r1,-;t111tt) <>li. ,l i11lt·rrLll JÇ':J <) 
(la 1·,icliaçfi.1) t<.~lt1ric·:.-1 J)e 1t) <..0 .il <,·c1111t•11l l) (l:1s rt1 ,1s 11~L<) J)111l<·ria111 tt·1 r t·f lex i..,.-.. 
11,1 ex :istt;ll('Í,l l>ic)Jó g.ic.êt. ( ) li\ ' I"«> t'· ricc> l'lll s11g1:st«->cs (Jtl(' , t·111ti <)r· .1. r ela ·
ci on,-=irl~lS :11)e n [-1s i11<li1·ct.:ic11e11te t·o 111 (J ter 11a, est ir1111lar11 r, r eflexão do 
l e itor. Assi111. ~l 1li sc t1ssft <) ,tc·i··1·c.·;1 ,I~• i111i>o rt f1r1(· i:1 lrist<:>r:ica e t111i, -e rs.1l da , 

111etic·L1losicl}ttll., filol<'>git·;_1, :i t'\ 'C>t·;_1çàc, tl1.> jt 1.izo cit· \'i.l1<>.r. 1ie ])e1111jc·1·it(1, a 1~es -
J)e it1, Ja c il..,Dt'.i,1, (r>. 1~~) e· s . ,I, ol >se1·\ 'ilÇf >E.'s s('JJ)T"(:· fo 1·111[l S típi cas 1.l o êrrt l 
(p . t53), Íll('tll'S{>l'S 11() 1<·1·1· ,:11() dcl l1ist 1'>1·i:1, Ct(·. 

<~or1l t·t'1cf t) e forrr1:1 <las !.~XJ)OSiÇêJes r e \·el c-l111 <) at1t(>I' ('01110 c·i e11tist a qt1e 
JJ:-1s~o11 <lc·(·.~1dtts :t fio 11<) <·C>ll\ ' Í\ 1 Ít1 (' (>111 ol>.i(~tos (11.:· \' {t1·i(>S ('.~11111>11s tlt· in\ ·es ·
tigaçâo e ctt .ia f{>1·t~,1 1>~11·e(·e 1·c·si<lir 11<> est, 1t>c·lec·i 111t·11t<) t lL' 1·,) tlt'X (.' t'" t · (J I1<·ei ·

lt1ai s que l e 11(le 111 :i r1]tr :.11)a~s:tr ;,ts C'Íl;nc i~ts t'Sl)l 'CÍ flli z .:l(l:.1s. ~-\.s s i111 t·o 11segue 
irJSJJirar· <) lt:jl< )I ' I)<.•lê.-1 1>ll·11itt1(lc· tlt) j(>g<J i] t:> [)l'r s 1>c<: ti, ·<1s . f>,1r<..·c·t· i1111;(·,r -se, 
n () e11t~111t<>, 11111;1 I'('Sl'l'\'t-l. (~111~111lr> ,1( ) g 1·:.1t1 ti( \.' :.1li1l;1(!t· t!,lS J)r(tj\ ()Si Çt)l'S, 
o t r x t (J r i (• 11 1 s t· 111 i > r t' t > <' , · 1 11 i l e· t' 11 t r l' \ · t • 1 · rt < l i f l ' r t ' 11 ç , 1 l' 11 t 1 · t' < • \ > r1 l , (' t ' i r· 1 <. • r1 t , > s 
('U lll"f)1'()\'; l(!( 1S . l1i1><) Í l 'Sl'S l' S Íllll)l <:'S j(léi ~1s - -- f;.,t l) (Jll(' j)<) <le ( ' ()Jlfll ll (lir a 
111e11tt· 1lt1 ll·it c>r ~ t·111 JJ;1rli,· t1l;l1· ele, fllll ' st' i11i,·ia..· r1,t t'SJ>t·(·i:1li1l;1 1l1· . 

' l'c>111.-1-st· <·c>.nl1l· <..·i111t·r1t<), <'<)il1 t1111 St!11ti111ent c) lle aii\· tt) ( 11u p,.'1gi11~1 IX), 
<lc1 c111e <> ,.1t1t r>r 11f1c) 1)1·t·t l·11tl e t·st .. 11· jr1tei1·,1111c·11tc (1 p:-11· <i êt li :t~r.ttt1r ;1 ,_· , isll · 11te 
só]Jre :.1 r11:1tt:·ri;1. est)('1..·i :1l111c·11tc· (!<1 (lllt ) Sl' l)t1l ) licc111 e111 ()Lllr ()S 1Jc1Í · es . Se 
a f'XJ ><:>siçã<) t·s ti, · t·ssc' i1 ,illt11·,1 (l:l IJil)li <>~r(1fi:1 ,1tt1 ,1l, L't•r! c1111t·11ti· ,1lt) .11111::1s 

(l .. 1s J)('}'Sl)('C'li \ ', IS S.t>t'r<.~ri,tlll ;t( '('lllll êl (.' ;_t() cti\. ' l'l" S: t l' jl ()S'\ i, ·t· l1111·11t, : ;1Íll(l ê.i 

·Olllr<)S JllOJllClli<)S .\ ' lJ"i,1111 t){"Ll])êll' 11 j)l' i illt 'i l'I> lllêtl 11J. 

Ü r ::l ('j () ('ÍI1Í<l ('Íl'lllifi('() S<ll'r (1 l :.111 ,l) l'l ll ,l i 11flLl l' ll C' i ~l :!(· l'l'l'':1 {);·it·11t~t ·
ç i'iu Vêtlor;.-1ti, 1 ,l 11() t<>l' ê111l t· ,tf) l't•11i',11i<..·11, , !l,1 111t·tr« ) Jl1>1t'. 1) l'Í t·11t.1c: :i., IJl'rn 
J)I'<J{)ri:1 (!<) l1<>Ill l'1 11 01· it111<l1) ri,t es f( 'L"~l l't1ltt1r,1l ;1lt'111..-i. ('.(1111<> cJt l(' r ,1t:i .: sc•j;..t. 
o (Jtl( ' (J li, · rc> l )(: r<lt· ,l t'·sS(' r<·sr>t•il<> l'lll 1>l).it:tí, ·itl,11.l1..· ('Ít·11t if i<·,1 i'· c1:1 111) t~Il ·

sa<I<) J) <:lc> setl ,·,11<>1· <·11111<> tl( l(' lliltt·1 1t1i L't1llt1r;1I 11<1 .1;1iss1i t,·1111>,i : i11, i;1l,it ~1 
\

1 t•l111t'I11C' , lllll ll<) l l ll' lll (~(') J}l() Iil •llt J,l ('ll. l,-l() J)l' (1fL 1111!~1:J1(• fJ!t_• i11t<..·t · !', I{!(> I1 il S 

111elll()l"('S l'l't.l(IÍÇ'(-)( ' S ll,l('i<)l};1is L'lll s1 1;1 1i'1, llll ' Íl',l (ll' .i11lg;11' t)S rl 'll (,) Jl;l'! l ,1 . .; . ll ,)() 

e lllll s jJJll ) lt•s Íllt}Í\. ' Ítlll () i.-..c1l,l1l(1 fl,l J)l>SÍÇ',-lt> lflll' 1<>111,l l' l'l' lllt· ;, <> J>rr,lJ l<' TJl:l 1la 
lll l' l1·t>JJ (>](· ~ é, c·c'1·f,1111t·c1lt·, l' l'l JT'l'Sl ' I1t ::1t1 ,'<.> 1>~1r,1 1111.1it1,.s ,1le 111à t•s 1.·t1i1> J)t' tl

s: 1111e11t<J st· t'lll'l>Illl'ê..l ,·111 tr ,111S Í <:,' ... L1> t·11trl' 11111;1 1>,·1·s1>t·l'·ti , · ;t <lt.·lL·r111i11;1 {l :1 l lt.'l êl 
S lltl ('t1lt111· ;1 (.' ,l J>lll'él t) !J j(•ti, · i t l :.l ( ft • ( 'il 'll lífi c·,l. 

º1'111·:()])()I{ 1. 1'1"'1' : ,',fr1,1ls ! / <'lt 111lf 11111/ .\ittli (·/1/;,•il. 1 '.!.7 !), ·1gs. I~r ,1~111t1" \ · t·rl,J g 
~lii11 <·l1e 11, J f) ,f8. 

l~s<·ritt> Jl«>s :1111>s :-1lriiJt1l :.11l1>s ,l ~l gt1e rr ê1, t·st t> ]i\ ·r11 \·,,ll· 1)() 1' t111::.) r1·:..1)r>s ta 
its t·<> 11 <li ~;<->l'S êl J l ;1111 l' ll l t· f)r1 , 1)1 c't 11 [tt i (' ,lS c l <.> l'Sla<I <> ;1 le 111~i.(, 11 êl (l llt' f L' t 'c'i' í C1tl,, . 
N :i.t) <)l>st~1nlt-~. <> :1trt () r Sl>LJl>t.· 111,111tt·1· ,it.ittttlt.· tr:lil<Jtiil ,t 1.:· sc.>l>ri.tllt·t·ir,i. s ,: 111 QLle 

{ JU:-tl<1t1 e1· J'l 'S Sl'Jlllllll'Ilt O ]ll( ~ tl1J" '\ ' 3SSt' ,l ,·isit() e o Íll ll ) ~l('lt) ti<.· f,1! (1S 1)·trtic'LJl ~1-
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ª? ~0 11t1·ii1·io, ,ls r t·l .. ,ç·<->es e n.lrt.· () esl:t<lo <.· ,l 111,>rê:1! t~c,111 t:1l·g·ê111c·iit ,ll' r:1t· . i1)
ce1111u e expi·t'SS~°i<) li11güí s ti (' êl t.li g 11~1s t!e t1111 l~css i11~ L' .'il' ,l L'X~)lJS:<_;:.icJ 1·e-

~ 


