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SUMMARY

A new host for Plasmodium brasilianum in Brazil was found in a forest near
Manaus, the red howler-monkey Alouatia seniculus straminea.

Examining monkeys shot in forests along
the road linking the city of Manaus to lia-
coatiara, in the State of Amazonas, we found
quartan-like malaria parasites identified as
Plasmodium brasilianum in red howlers,
Alouatta seniculus straminea. Of 18 speci-
mens examined until the end of March 1967,
iwo were parasitized. Both were adult fe-
males killed near kilometer 165, one on
January 20 and the other on March 17.
Parasitemia was moderate and pigment was
detected in spleen smears.

Along the same road we had previously
found other species of monkeys infected with
P. brasilianum®: brown capuchins, Cebus
apella apells; red-faced spider-monkeys, Ate-
les paniscus paniscus; and red-backed sakis,
" Pithecia chiropotes. In other areas of the
State of Amazonas we had previously de-
tected P. brasilianum in black-faced spider-
“monkeys, Ateles paniscus chamek?, in A.
paniscus paniscus® -and in grey wooly-mon-
keys, Lagothrix lagotricha*. The original
description- of P. brasilienum by GoNDER &
BERENBERG-GOSSLER was based on forms
found in the blood of a bald-uacari, Cacajao
calvus, from the State of Amazonas’. And
in Southern Brazil this plasmodium has been
also found in brown howler-monkeys, Alouai-
ta fusca, from the States of Sdo Paulo and
Santa Catarina 2.

The present finding raises to seven the
number of species or varieties of monkeys
known to harbour P. brasilianum in Ama-
zonas, and to eight in Brazil.

Other howler-monkeys have been found
infected with P. brastlianum in foreign
countries: in Panama, Alouatta palliote and
A. villosa, respectively by Crarx® and
GALINDO ¢; and in Venezuela SErraNoO ® has
recently found this parasite in one Alouatia
seniculus straminea caught in the jungle
along River Caura, Orinoco Basin, State of
Bolivar.

RESUMO

Infec¢io natural de guaribas vermelhos,
Alouatta seniculus straminea, por Plasmo-
dium brasilianum, no Estado do Amazonas

P. brasilianum foi encontrado em guaribas,
A. seniculus straminea, em floresta & mar-
gem da estrada Manaus-Itacoatiara, consti-
tuindo @ésses macacos novos hospedeiros do
parasita .no Brasil.

Sao referidos os outros macacos amazo-
nenses ¢ os do Sul do Brasil, bem como os
guaribas estrangeiros naturalmente infetados
por ésse plasmédio.
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